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Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Town  Centre, 
Billingham. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR,  1966 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  25th  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  Billingham  and  the  work  of 
my  Department  for  the  year  1986. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  mid-year  esti- 
mate, the  population  of  the  Urban  District  was  34,890, 
an  increase  of  550  on  the  previous  year.  This  increase 
is  lower  than  the  figure  from  1964  to  1965  when  it  was 
850.  The  natural  increase  — excess  of  births  over  deaths 
— was  394. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  birth  rate  which 
had  been  gradually  falling  for  the  past  few  years.  The 
rate  was  20.1,  but  when  the  usual  adjustments  were 
made,  it  was  the  same  as  the  national  average. 

The  death  rate  of  8.8  per  1,000  population  was  0.7 
higher  than  last  year  and  the  standardised  rate  of  14.6 
was  again  above  the  national  figure  which  was  11.7. 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  16  in  men  and  only 
1 woman,  provide  a startling  contrast  and  a reaction  of 
smoking  habits.  Deaths  from  coronary  diseas^/t  in  men 
and  31  in  women,  were  also  disquietening  figures. 

While  there  has  been  a remarkable  improvement 
in  the  infant  mortality  rate  in  Billingham  over  the  past 
twenty  years,  the  rate  for  the  year  in  question,  32.9 
compared  with  the  figure  of  18.9  for  England  and  Wales 
is  most  discouraging.  However,  it  will  be  seen  from  the 
infant  mortality  tables  in  the  body  of  my  report  that 
the  figures  for  the  district  have  tended  to  fluctuate  in 
recent  years  and  have  in  fact  formed  a biennial  pattern. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for 
the  co-operation  I have  received  from  the  Chairman, 
Members  of  the  Council,  my  colleagues  in  other  depart- 
ments and  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  R.  BENHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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staff: 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Lalage  R.  Benham,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

R.  Love,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

T.  Cudlip,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

D.  Clark,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector: 

O.  A.  Dodds. 

Clerks: 

R.  Watson,  A.R.I.P.H.H. 

D.  M.  Baker. 

A.  L.  Blane. 

A.  Walton. 


Population 

The  resident  population  of  the  Urban  District  at 
mid-year  was  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  to 
be  34,890.  My  figures  have  been  calculated  on  this  basis 
according  to  normal  and  previous  practice. 

The  table  below  shows  the  increase  in  population 
from  year  to  year  since  1952.  This  year  the  increase  is 
considerably  less  than  last  year. 


Year 

Population 

Increase  from 
previous  year 

1966 

34,890 

550 

1965 

34,340 

850 

1964 

33,490 

640 

1963 

32,850 

370 

1962 

32,480 

600 

1961 

31,880 

2,400 

1960 

29,480 

710 

1959 

28,770 

680 

1958 

28,090 

660 

1957 

27,430 

950 

1956 

26,480 

810 

1955 

25,670 

600 

1954 

25,070 

670 

1953 

24,400 

400 

1952 

24,000 

50 

1951 

23,950 
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Births 


The  total  number  of  live  births  registered  during 
the  year  was  700  (329  males  and  371  females)  an  increase 
of  20.  Last  year’s  figures  were  680  (337  males  and  343 
females). 

The  crude  birth  rate  was  20.1  per  1,000  population. 
The  standardised  rate  (i.e.  when  adjusted  for  age  and 
sex  distribution  of  the  population)  was  17.8,  the  com- 
parability factor  being  0.89. 

There  were  included  in  the  total  number  of  live 
births  38  illegitimate  births  (13  males  and  25  females) 
giving  a rate  of  5.4  per  100  total  live  births.  Last  year 
there  were  44  illegitimate  births  with  a rate  of  6.4. 

Illegitimate  Births  in  Dillingham  over  the  past  ten 
years:  — 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Total 

28 

27 

23 

33 

17 

29 

40 

33 

44 

38 

Rate  per  100  live 

births 

40 

3-6 

3-2 

4*3 

2-3 

40 

5-5 

4-5 

6-4 

5*4 

Still  Births 

There  were  14  still  births  (7  males  and  7 females), 
making  the  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  19.6. 
Last  year’s  figures  were  17  (11  males  and  6 females)  with 
a rate  of  25.0. 


Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  306,  25  more 
than  last  year.  There  were  174  males  and  132  females, 
giving  a crude  rate  of  8.8  per  1,000  population.  The  ad- 
justed rate  was  14.6,  the  comparability  factor  being  1.66. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  were: — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Coronary  Disease  — Angina  . . . 

47 

31 

78 

Cancer  — Various  Sites 

39 

25 

64 

Other  Heart  Disease  

7 

13 

20 

Respiratory  Disease  

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

23 

9 

32 

System 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined 

16 

17 

33 

Diseases  

8 

11 

19 
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Infant  Deaths  under  One  Year 

There  were  23  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of 
age  ( 14  males  and  9 females)  giving  an  infant  mortality 
rate  of  32.9  per  1,000  total  live  births. 

This  Includes  Infant  Deaths  under  Four  Weeks 

Sixteen  children  died  under  four  weeks  of  age  equal 
to  22.9  per  1,000  total  live  births  (neo-natal  mortality 
rate). 

Which  Includes  Infant  Deaths  under  One  Week 

Fourteen  children  died  under  one  week  of  age  equal 
to  20.0  per  1,000  total  live  births  (early  neo-natal  mortal- 
ity rate). 

Including  Infant  Deaths  under  One  Day 

Eight  children  died  within  twenty-four  hours  of 
birth. 

Comparison  of  Infantile  Death  Rate 

Billingham  32.9.  England  and  Wales  18.9. 

The  infantile  death  rate  was  12.3  more  than  last 
year  and  14.0  more  than  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  deaths  one  day  (8),  one  week  (5),  four 
weeks  (3),  and  under  12  months  (7)  making  a total  of 
23  deaths,  which  were  chiefly  due  to  prematurity  and 
to  congenital  abnormalities. 


Cause  of 

Death 

Under 

one 

Day 

Under 

one 

Week 

Under 

one 

Month 

Total 
under 
4 wks. 

1-3 

Mths. 

4-6 

Mths. 

7-12 

Mths. 

Total 

under 

1 Yr. 

Died 

in 

Hosp. 

Died 

at 

Home 

Premturity 

7 

2 

1 

10 

. 

10 

10 

. 

Congenital 
Abnormalities  . . 

1 

3 

1 

5 

4 

_ 

1 

10 

9 

, 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

3 

- 

3 

Totals 

8 

5 

2 

15 

6 

- 

2 

23 

19 

4 

The  following  table  gives  the  infant  deaths  in  the 
various  areas  for  the  years  1966,  1965  and  1964.  The 
infant  mortality  rates  are  also  given,  together  with  the 
births  for  the  same  periods:  — 

Area  1.  Haver  ton  Hill  with  Port  Clarence  and 
Cowpen  Bewley. 

Area  2.  Billingham  south  of  the  railway 
(predominately  pre-war). 

Area  3.  Billingham  north  of  the  railway 

(predominately  new  development,  but 
including  some  pre-war  houses). 
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Infant  Deaths 

Births 

I 

.M.  Rate 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1 , Haverton 

5 

4 

4 

132 

129 

170 

37-9 

31-0 

23-5 

2.  Billingham  S. 

3 

3 

3 

109 

108 

82 

27-5 

27-8 

36.6 

3.  Billingham  N.  . . 

15 

7 

14 

459 

443 

478 

32-7 

15-8 

29-3 

The  tables  below  show  the  total  number  of  live 
births,  infant  deaths  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  each 
year  for  Billingham  from  1947  to  1966:  — 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Births 

538 

496 

489 

496 

482 

471 

522 

507 

637 

670 

Infant  Deaths 

28 

32 

27 

18 

20 

20 

19 

24 

20 

21 

Infant  Mortality 
Rates 

52-0 

64-5 

55-2 

36-3 

41-5 

42-5 

36-4 

47*2 

31-4 

31-3 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Births 

697 

756 

709 

762 

743 

721 

724 

730 

680 

700 

Infant  Deaths 

28 

18 

20 

22 

13 

33 

12 

21 

14 

23 

Infant  Mortality 
Rates 

40-1 

23-8 

28-2 

28-8 

17-4 

45-8 

16-6 

28-8 

20-6 

32-9 

This  table,  given  in  five  year  periods,  shows  a steady 
decline  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  in  Billingham,  ex- 
cept for  the  slight  rise  in  the  last  five  year  period. 


1947-1951 

1952-1956 

1957-1961 

1962-1966 

Births  

2501 

2807 

3667 

3555 

Infant  Deaths 

125 

104 

101 

103 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

49-9 

37-7 

27-6 

28-9 
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still  Births 


There  were  14  still  births  in  the  area  (7  males  and 
7 females).  All  were  born  in  hospital.  They  were  located 
in  the  following  areas:  — 

Area  1.  2 

Area  2.  3 

Area  3.  9 

Perinatal  Mortality 

Still  births  plus  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week 
of  age  were  27,  as  follows:  — 

Area  1.  5 

Area  2.  3 

Area  3.  19 

There  were  700  babies  born,  20  more  than  last  year. 
The  birth  rate  of  20.1  per  1,000  population  was  0.3  higher 
than  in  1965,  and  the  majority  of  deaths  were  again 
people  aged  55  and  over,  as  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Male 

Female  Total 

Under  1 year 

14 

9 

23 

1 — 4 years 

1 

— 

1 

5—14  „ 

1 

— 

1 

15—24  „ 

2 

1 

3 

25—34  

3 

4 

7 

35—44  „ 

7 

4 

11 

45—54  „ 

19 

7 

26 

55—64  „ 

35 

16 

51 

65  and  over 

92 

91 

183 

174 

132 

306 

During  the  year  there  were  700  live  births  and  14 
still  births.  The  ante-natal  clinics  were  attended  by  15 
or  only  2.1%  the  lowest  attendance  ever  recorded,  while 
434  babies  were  brought  to  the  infant  welfare  clinics. 
Altogther  751  children  aged  1 to  5 years  attended  clinics. 
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The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  at  all  clinics 
was  compiled  as  follows:  — 


Billingham  Ante-natal  Clinics 

15 

(— 

13) 

Billingham  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

378 

(— 

6) 

Haverton  Hill  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 

56 

(— 

7) 

Billingham  Child  Welfare 

Clinic,  1 to  5 years 

Haverton  Hill  Child  Welfare 

669 

(+ 

48) 

Clinic,  1 to  5 years 

82 

(+ 

45) 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  

32 

(— 

3) 

1,232 

(+ 

76) 

There  was  an  increase  of  76  in  the  number  on  the 
register  compared  with  1965. 


Attendances  at  the  clinics  were:  — 


Billingham 

Haverton  Hill 

1966 

1965 

Increase 

Decrease 

1966 

1965 

Increase 

Decrease 

Mothers 

51 

103 

52 

Infants 

3673 

3850 

— 

177 

544 

472 

72 

— 

1-2  years 

838 

685 

153 

— 

72 

83 

11 

— 

2-5  years 

521 

374 

147 

_ 

39 

43 

4 

Totals 

5083 

5012 

71 

— 

655 

598 

57 

— 

This  shows  a decrease  in  attendances  of  infants  in 
Billingham,  but  an  increase  in  Haverton  Hill.  Children 
in  age  groups  1-2  and  2-5  showed  an  increase  in 
Billingham,  but  a slight  decrease  in  Haverton  Hill. 


The  following  table  compares  the  number  of  live 
births  with  the  number  of  mothers  and  children  attend- 
ing the  ante-natal  and  child  welfare  clinics,  also  the 
rate  per  100  births  of  those  attending  the  clinics  for 
the  past  ten  years  (percentage  attendance). 
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Year 

Births 

Attending 

Ante-natal 

Clinics 

Rate 

per 

100 

Attending 

Infant 

Clinics 

Rate 

per 

100 

Attending 

Clinics 

1-5  years 

1957 

697 

248 

36 

259 

37 

432 

1958 

756 

175 

23 

293 

39 

414 

1959 

709 

154 

22 

241 

34 

424 

1960 

762 

145 

19 

380 

50 

657 

1961 

743 

91 

12 

409 

55 

614 

1962 

721 

54 

7 

352 

49 

724 

1963 

724 

48 

6 

391 

54 

609 

1964 

730 

44 

6 

437 

59 

656 

1965 

680 

28 

4 

435 

63 

704 

1966 

700 

15 

2 

434 

62 

751 

Welfare  Foods 


These  were  distributed  from  the  following  centres: 

Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Queens  way,  Billingham. 
Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Cowpen  Lane,  Billingham. 
Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Tame  Street,  Haverton 
Hill. 

W.R.V.S.  Centre,  44  The  Green,  Billingham. 

Figures  for  the  distribution  of  National  Welfare 
Foods  are  given  as  follows,  together  with  the  distribu- 
tion during  1965:  — 


1966 

1965 

National  Dried  Milk  — tins  ... 

959 

1,265 

Cod  Liver  Oil  — bottles 

561 

613 

Orange  Juice  — bottles 

4,676 

226 

Vitamin  Tablets  — packets... 

271 

3,723 

6,467 

5,827 

Notifiable  Diseases 

There  were  284  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
received  during  the  year,  a decrease  of  135  on  the  1965 
figure. 

There  were  4 cases  of  food  poisoning.  A family  out- 
break involving  father  and  son  and  two  other  separate 
isolated  cases,  none  of  whom  were  linked  together  and 
no  suspect  food  could  be  isolated.  Only  one  case  was 
notified. 

In  the  following  table  infectious  disease  notifica- 
tions are  given  in  age  groups.  Tuberculosis  cases  are 
dealt  with  separately.  A table  showing  the  notifications 
from  1957  to  1966  is  also  given  for  comparison:  — 


8 


Under 

Years 

25 

and 

over 

Total 

Year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-1415-24 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

6 

4 

- 

- 

13 

Measles  . . 

14 

29 

34 

32 

33 

92 

- 

- 

- 

234 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

2 

5 

5 

5 

10 

2 

- 

- 

34 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

Totals 

19 

31 

39 

38 

41 

108 

6 

- 

2 

284 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Scarlet  Fever 

61 

57 

26 

35 

11 

11 

19 

19 

20 

13 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

10 

31 

47 

45 

1 

13 

51 

4 

8 

34 

Pneumonia  . . 

3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

Measles 

206 

188 

461 

457 

179 

261 

408 

328 

349 

234 

Poliomyelitis  (P) 

6 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis  (N.P.) 

1 

4 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Dysentery  . . 

— 

4 

7 

6 

5 

10 

1 

15 

12 

2 

Erysipelas  . . 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

6 

_ 

6 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

5 

30 

1 

Men  ingococcal 
Infection  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

' 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

296 

289 

553 

546 

197 

297 

481 

371 

419 

284 

The  rates  per  1,000  population  for  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Measles  are  shown  below:  — 


Disease 

1966 

1965 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

0.4 

0.6 

Measles 

6.7 

10.2 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Area  (acres) 

Population  (Registrar  General’s 

Estimate,  1966)  

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  on 

31st  December,  1966,  according  to 

Rate  Books  

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1966) 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


10,663 

33,490 


10,549 

£2,954,850 

£12,222 
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Vital  Statistics 

The  following  are  extracts  from  vital  statistics  as 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General:  — 


Births 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  ...  316 

346 

662  = Leg.  rate  of 
19.0 

Illegitimate  ...  13 

25 

38  = Illeg.  rate  of 
1.1 

329 

371 

700=  Birth  rate  of 
20.1  per  1,000 
population 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per 
births)  = 5.4. 

cent,  of  total  live 

Still  Births 

Legitimate  ...  7 

7 

14  = 

Illegitimate  ...  — 

— 

— 

7 

7 

14 

Total  live  and  still  births  = 714. 
Deaths  174  132 

Infant  Deaths 

Legitimate  ...  13  9 


Illegitimate  ...  1 


306  = Death  rate 

of  8.8  per  1000 
population 

22  = population 
Rate  of 
34.1  leg. 
infant  deaths 
per  1,000  leg. 
live  births 

l = Rate  of 
26.3  per  1,000 
illeg.  live 
births 
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23  = Rate  of 

32.9  per  1,000 
total  live 
births 

Rate  of  37.8 
total  live  and 
27=still  births 

Women  Dying  in  Consequence  of  Childbirth 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  & abortion  l = Rate  of  1.4 

total  live  and 
still  births 


Perinatal  Mortality 

Still  Births  and  deaths 
under  1 week 
combined  ...  14  13 
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Causes  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total 


Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

1 

2 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm  — Stomach 

7 

5 

12 

„ „ Lung,  Bronchus 

16 

1 

17 

„ „ Breast 

— 

3 

3 

„ ,,  Uterus 

Other  Malignant  and 

— 

1 

1 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

16 

14 

30 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes  

Vascular  Lesions  of 

— 

2 

2 

Nervous  System 

16 

17 

33 

Coronary  Disease  — Angina 

47 

31 

78 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

3 

5 

Other  Heart  Disease  

7 

13 

20 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

9 

5 

14 

Influenza  

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

6 

2 

8 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of 

15 

4 

19 

Respiratory  System  

1 

2 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

3 

1 

4 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and 

1 

2 

3 

Abortion 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined 

3 

4 

7 

Diseases 

8 

11 

19 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

6 

1 

7 

All  other  Accidents  

7 

4 

11 

Suicide  

— 

1 

1 

Totals  (all  Causes)  174  132  306 
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Tuberculosis 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notifica- 
tions of  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  in 
the  different  age  groups.  Deaths  are  also  shown:  — 


Age 

Group 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

0-  1 

1-  4 
5-14 
15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
65-up 

1 

— 1 

1 — 

— 1 

1 — 

2 — 

1 — 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

M 1 1 1 M 1 1 

— 1 

1 1 

1 — 

1 — 

— — 

Totals: 

6 2 

— — 

3 2 

— — 

There  were  8 notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculo- 
sis, 6 males  and  2 females.  There  were  5 deaths,  two 
more  than  last  year.  There  were  no  non-pulmonary 
deaths  or  notifications. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  127  pulmon- 
ary cases  on  the  register  (68  males  and  59  females).  The 
number  at  the  end  of  1966  was  79  as  shown  below:  — 


Males 

Females 

At  1st  January,  1966 

• • • 

68 

59 

ADD 

New  notifications 

... 

6 

2 

74 

61 

LESS 

M 

F 

Died  

3 

2 

Recovered  and 

removed  from 

Register 

22 

26 

Removed 

2 

1 

97 

9Q 

47  32 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

The  following  table  gives  the  new  cases  notified 
during  1966  and  1965:  — 


Age  Period 

1966 

1965 

0-1 

1 



1-4 

1 

— 

5-14 

— 

— 

15-24 

1 

1 

25-34 

1 

1 

35-44 

— 

1 

45-54 

1 

— 

55-64 

2 

— 

65-up 

1 

— 

Totals: 

8 

3 

Mass  X-Ray 

During  1966  the  Unit  visited  the  Urban  District  and 
held  public  sessions. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried 
out:  — 


X-Rayed 

Referred 

To  Clinic 

Billingham  Town  Centre  . . 

817 

16 

Government  Training  Centre 

183 

2 

1,000 

18 

Abnormalities  found  numbered  10,  as  follows:  — 

Bronchiectasis  

1 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

1 

Sarcoidosis 

1 

Cardiac  Abnormalities  

5 

Scoliosis  

2 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  in  Schools 

Skin  tests  

528 

Negative  reactors  who  received 
B.C.G.  vaccination  

392 

Positive  reactors 

91 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  following  table  has  been  compiled  from  in- 
formation received  from  Durham  County  Council: — 


COMPILETED  PRIMiARY  COURSES 

Others 

YEAR  OF  BIRTH 

under 

Total 

age  16 

1966 

1 1965 

1964 

1963 

1959-62 

Diphtheria 

162 

238 

55 

20 

222 

11 

708 

Whooping  Cough 

162 

237 

52 

13 

15 

1 

480 

Tetanus 

162 

238 

55 

20 

224 

11 

710 

Poliomyelitis 

38 

120 

9 

7 

16 

5 

195 

REUNFORCrNG  DOSES 

Others 

YEAR  OF  BIRTH 

under 

Total 

age  16 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1959-62 

Diphtheria 

45 

133 

42 

655 

34 

909 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

45 

127 

40 

98 

6 

316 

Tetanus 

— 

45 

133 

42 

504 

27 

751 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

7 

16 

5 

72 

12 

112 

Poliomyelitis  figures  are  for  children  vaccinated  by 
general  practitioners  only  and  all  were  ‘ORAL’  except 
four  primaries  in  the  1966  group. 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

The  following  vaccinations  were  carried  out  in 
Billingham : — 


Vaccination 

Re-Vaccination 

0 — 3 months 

3 

3—  6 

7 



6—  9 

31 



9—12 

14 



1 year 

168 

— 

2 — 4 years 

48 

3 

5—15 

28 

33 

16  + 

71 

169 

Totals  : 

372 

205 
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Home  Safety  Committee 

Meetings  are  held  by-monthly  and  the  Committee 
have  been  active  during  the  year.  Talks  have  been  given 
at  intervals,  also  films  on  various  aspects  of  home  Safety. 

A report  is  submitted  at  each  meeting  giving  details 
of  home  accidents  in  the  Urban  District  which  have 
been  admitted  to  hospitals  in  Stockton.  These  cases  are 
referred  to  health  visitors  who  advise  on  safety  as  well 
as  care. 

A summary  of  these  accidents  is  given  in  the  table 
below:  — 


1-4 

M F 

5-14 

M F 

15-24 

M F 

25-44 

M F 

45-64 

M F 

65- 

M 

-74 

F 

Total 

M F 

Scalds 

2 

3 

1 

2 

4 

Burns 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- - 

- 1 

- - 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Cuts 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 1 

- - 

- 1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Falls 

1 

1 

- 

Poisoning 

4 

7 

2 

6 

7 

Other 

1 

1 

- 

3 

1 

Totals  : 

8 

12 

6 

2 

- > 

- 1 

- 1 

1 

1 

15 

18 

Children  in  Care 

Children  belonging  to  Billingham,  which  were  in 
the  care  of  Durham  County  Council  at  31st  December, 
1966  was  52. 

County  Hostels  for  the  Elderly 

The  number  of  persons  maintained  by  Durham 
County  Council  in  hostels  at  31st  December,  1966  was 
36  (19  males  and  17  females). 

Morbidity 

A return  of  new  claims  for  sickness  benefit  is  pro- 
vided weekly  under  the  National  Health  Insurance 
Scheme. 

Monthly  statistics  for  the  year  are  given  below. 
These  give  a weekly  average  of  175.6  against  164.8  for 
1965,  and  a monthly  figure  of  761.2  against  713.9  last 
year. 

This  year  May,  June,  August  and  September,  were 
the  best  months  with  an  average  of  514,  compared  with 
an  average  of  756  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 
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Month 

1966 

1965 

January 

...  1,249  - 

810 

February 

...  954 

707 

March 

...  903 

932 

April 

...  798 

581 

May 

...  474 

634 

June 

...  562 

681 

July 

...  704 

640 

August 

...  505 

526 

September  ... 

...  527 

625 

October 

...  900 

664 

November  ... 

...  805 

887 

December  ... 

... 

...  692 

797 

9,073 

8,484 

Health  Education 

During  the  year 

posters 

have  been 

displayed 

throughout  the  district 

and  talks  have  been  given  by 

the  Medical  Officer  and 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

to  various  voluntary  organisations. 

Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Service 

The  Branch  Secretary  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information:  — 

Chiropody 

During  the  year  the  chiropodist  gave  1,283 
treatments. 

Clothing 

Clothing  was  issued  to  96  needy  families,  total- 
ling 366  persons.  The  demand  for  boys’  and  child- 
ren’s clothing  exceeds  the  supply. 

Meals  on  Wheels 

There  were  5,111  meals  delivered  during  the  year. 
Meals  are  cooked  at  the  Furness  Shipyard  at  a cost  of 
2/-  each.  Pensioners  pay  1 /-  each  and  the  Council  sub- 
sidy is  also  1/-. 

Chiropody  Service  — Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Queensway,  Billingham 

A chiropody  service  is  also  held  at  the  Queensway 
Clinic.  During  the  year  837  treatments  were  given  to 
elderly  people. 
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The  Nursery,  Tame  Street,  Haverton  Hill 


A table  showing  the  attendances  is  given  below:  — 


Month 

Days 

Open 

Total 

Attendances 

Daily 

Average 

Daily 

Maximum 

January 

20 

159 

7.9 

8 

February 

20 

195 

9.7 

10 

March 

23 

261 

11.3 

11 

April 

19 

211 

11.1 

11 

May 

21 

331 

15.7 

16 

June 

22 

316 

14.3 

14 

July 

21 

311 

14.8 

15 

August 

23 

326 

14.1 

14 

September  . . 

21 

384 

18.2 

18 

October 

21 

342 

16.2 

16 

November  . . 

22 

304 

13.8 

14 

December  . . 

20 

278 

13.9 

14 

There  were  no  epidemics  during  the  year  and  the 
children  were  mostly  in  good  health. 

Children  are  given  pre-school  education.  This  in- 
cludes painting,  modelling,  singing  and  dancing.  They 
are  also  taught  good  feeding  habits  and  how  to  dress 
themselves.  The  two  to  five  year  olds  have  three  good 
meals  a day. 

Billingham  and  District  Welfare  Council 

This  Council  was  inaugurated  in  March,  1963  and 
is  now  a thriving  concern. 

The  survey  is  proceeding  steadily  though  there  are 
a large  number  of  very  old  people  on  the  Cowpen  Estate 
necessitating  longer  time  being  spent  at  each  interview. 
Many  problems  have  come  to  light  and  these  have  been 
dealt  with  expeditiously. 

Luncheon  Club 

This  is  running  successfully,  meals  being  supplied 
twice  a week  to  a maximum  of  thirty  Old  Age  Pensioners 
at  each  session.  Twelve  ladies’  voluntary  organisations 
each  provide  a team  of  four  helpers  who  work  under 
the  direction  of  team  leaders  and  these  willing  workers 
supply  a much  appreciated  service.  The  Womens’  Royal 
Voluntary  Service  collect  the  meals  from  the  caterers 
and  deliver  them  to  the  Hereford  Terrace  Club,  Cowpen. 
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Flashing  Lights 

Altogther  80  flashing  lights  have  been  installed; 
several  used  ones  have  been  transferred  to  suit  altered 
circumstances.  Toe  H members  have  been  instrumental 
in  the  assembly  and  installation  of  this  equipment, 
which  is  a great  boon  to  elderly  people  in  poor  health 
who  may  need  to  attract  help  in  time  of  need. 

Other  help  received: 

1.  20  sacks  of  coal,  which  were  distributed  to  needy 
O.A.P’s. 

2.  Furniture,  clothing  and  bedding  have  been  gen- 
erously given  by  various  public  spirited  people. 
All  known  needs  for  these  items  have  been  met 
and  surplus  clothing,  etc.,  has  been  passed  on 
to  the  W.R.V.S. 

3.  Nine  folding-type  wheelchairs  have  been  acquir- 
ed (for  short  term  loan  to  elderly  citizens),  thus: 

1 donated  by  the  Round  Tablers  of  Billingham. 

2 from  funds  accumulated  as  a result  of  whist 
drives  attended  by  the  old  people  themselves. 

6 donated  by  the  Nursing  Association. 

4.  One  tea  trolley  presented  by  the  Billingham 
Rotarians,  for  use  by  the  Luncheon  Club. 

To  all  concerned  grateful  thanks  are  expressed  for 
these  splendid  gifts. 

Study  Group 

Monthly  meetings  have  been  held.  Members  of  the 
Study  Group  represent  each  area  which  will  shortly  be- 
come part  of  Teesside,  and  have  submitted  a report  of 
their  area’s  work  together  with  the  cost  involved. 
Recommendations  have  been  sent  from  the  Study  Group 
to  the  Steering  Committee  for  Greater  Teesside. 

Appreciation  must  be  given  to  members  of  the  Wel- 
fare Council  and  to  many  who  are  not  members  of  the 
Council  who  have  given  their  services  in  many  and 
various  ways. 

Ante-Natal  and  Keep-Fit  Relaxation  Class 

The  number  of  ladies  attending  this  class  has  de- 
decreased  considerably,  this  is  largely  due  to  a similar 
class  being  held  on  the  same  day  at  the  same  time  at 
a nearby  Welfare  Clinic. 

Billingham  Citizen’s  Advice  Bureau 

It  is  now  seven  years  since  the  Bureau  was  re- 
started and  370  calls  were  made  at  the  Bureau  during 
the  year.  Some  cases  necessitated  several  calls  and  the 
actual  cases  dealt  with  numbered  346,  compared  with 
lows : — 
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Communication  and  Travel 11 

Education  and  Training  27 

Employment  22 

Civic,  Local  and  National  Information  59 

Family  and  Personal 90 

Insurance  (National) 25 

Health  and  Medical 13 

Property  and  Land  46 

Trade  and  Manufacture  53 


346 


Up  to  and  including  last  year,  the  number  of  cases 
dealt  with  showed  a marked  annual  increase.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  know  what  interpretation  should  be  put  upon  the 
slight  reduction  shown  this  year.  The  figures  may  in- 
dicate that  for  the  present  hours  of  opening,  we  are 
reaching  a steady  level  of  demand.  It  is  impossible  to 
say  what  effect  additional  publicity  or  a change  of  open- 
ing hours  would  have,  but  this  is  perhaps  a matter  to 
which  the  Management  Committee  will  give  their 
attention  in  the  near  future. 
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CANCER  DEATHS— 1957— 1966 


n cn  <N  ^ 2 ^ 1 

Tf  m <N  2^1 

213 

H 

^ <N 

^^11  3; 

335 

1966 

PP 

1 

5 

3 

1 

14 

1 

25 

16 

7 

16 

39 

1965 

PP 

2 

5 

6 

3 

14 

30 

13 

2 

15 

30 

1964 

PP 

«N  1 rs  On  —1 

00 

S 

19 

4 

13 

37 

1963 

n. 

^ (N  tN  Tl-  1 

CO 

16 

7 

17 

1 

40 

1962 

PP 

CO  U-»  Tf  <N  00  1 

22 

13 

6 

14 

33 

1961 

tP 

1 

4 

4 

2 

20 

CO 

12 

4 

15 

1 

32 

1960 

PP 

9 

2 

12 

23 

S 

16 

3 

11 

2 

32 

1959 

PP 

1 00  CO  i-H  ON  1-H 

22 

8 

6 

15 

1 

30 

00 

ON 

PP 

<N  CO  Tf  fO  m 1 

r'- 

1 

3 

12 

26 

1957 

PP 

T-H  fS  T-I  CO  uo  1 

«N 

17 

5 

14 

36 

Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus 

„ — Stomach 

„ — Breast 

„ — Uterus  

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Diseases 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia 

Totals: 

20 


BIRTH  RATE 

DEATH  RATE 

DE 

NFANT 
\TH  RATE 

NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES 

Year 

Popu- 

lation 

No.  of 
Inh’bited 
Houses 

No.  of  Births 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
j Population 

England  & Wales 

No.  of  Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 

Population 

England  & Wales 

No.  of  Deaths 

Per  1,000  Births 

1 

England  & Wales 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Scarlet  Feaver 

j 

Diphtheria 

Poliomyelitis 

Dysentery 

Food 

Poisoning 

Pneumonia 

1 

Enteritis 

Typhoid  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Tubercolusis  1 

(Pulmonary) 

Tuberculosis 

(Non-Pulmonary) 

Smallpox 

c 

Malaria 

Opthalmia  1 

Neonatorum 

Puerperal  1 

Pyrexia 

Cerebro  Spinal  1 

Fever 

Scabies 

1923 

8,684 

1,456 

109 

21.0 

19.7 

48 

7.3 

11.6 

8 

42 

69 

8 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

2 

1924 

9,107 

1,552 

216 

23.5 

18.8 

102 

11  .2 

12.2 

20 

97 

75 

— 

— 

76 

6 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1 

— 

2 

7 

4 

6 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 



1925 

9,187 

1,552 

202 

21.9 

18.3 

83 

9.0 

12.2 

17 

89 

75 

— 

— 

56 

4 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

5 

8 

4 

9 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

1926 

9,658 

1,632 

212 

21.9 

17.8 

72 

7.4 

11.6 

17 

80 

70 

— 

— 

43 

5 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

6 

12 

4 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1927 

10,100 

2,160 

208 

20.5 

16.7 

87 

8.6 

12.3 

16 

79 

69 

— 

— 

16 

8 

— 

— 

— 

22 

— 

— 

1 

10 

7 

1 

— 

— 

1 

7 

— 

— 

1928 

11,690 

2,662 

282 

24.1 

16.7 

126 

10.7 

11.7 

25 

88 

65 

— 

— 

27 

44 

1 

— 

— 

43 

1 

— 

1 

11 

11 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

— 

— 

1929 

11,820 

3,445 

399 

33.7 

16.3 

168 

14.2 

13.4 

36 

90 

70 

— 

— 

21 

20 

— 

— 

— 

43 

— 

— 

12 

11 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

— 

— 

1930 

12,050 

4,091 

514 

42.6 

16.3 

145 

12.0 

12.2 

36 

70 

70 

— 

— 

43 

9 

— 

— 

— 

21 

— 

— 

5 

11 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

— 

— 

1931 

17,972 

4,357 

462 

25.3 

15.8 

149 

8.1 

12.3 

28 

60 

66 

— 

1 

26 

10 

— 

1 

— 

56 

— 

— 

5 

20 

18 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1932 

18,390 

4,365 

441 

23.9 

15.3 

136 

7.3 

12.0 

29 

65 

65 

— 

— 

40 

9 

— 

. 

— 

35 

1 

— 

3 

19 

14 

— 

1 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1933 

18,520 

4,467 

409 

22.0 

14.4 

149 

8.0 

12.3 

23 

56 

64 

— 

— 

98 

22 

— 

— 

— 

46 

— 

— 

6 

12 

16 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1934 

18,901 

4,562 

373 

19.6 

14.8 

169 

8.9 

11.8 

29 

77 

67 

— 

— 

186 

58 

— 

— 

— 

45 

— 

— 

14 

7 

11 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

— 

— 

1935 

19,220  ; 

4,680 

405 

21.1 

14.7 

150 

7.8 

11.7 

16 

39 

57 

— 

— 

69 

66 

— 

— 

— 

51 

— 

— 

11 

17 

19 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1936 

19,450 

4,810 

383 

19.6 

14.8 

138 

7.1 

12.1 

18 

46 

59 

— 

— 

145 

61 

— 

— 

— 

50 

— 

2 

8 

18 

19 

— 

— 

1 

1 

7 

— 

— 

1937 

20,680 

5,343 

406 

19.6 

15.5 

145 

7.0 

12.4 

26 

64 

58 

— 

— 

223 

70 

— 

— 

— 

38 

— 

— 

13 

13 

18 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1938 

20,830 

5,524 

382 

18.3 

15.7 

166 

7.9 

11.6 

18 

47 

53 

— 

— 

168 

102 

I 

— 

— 

26 

— 

— 

21 

16 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1939 

20,930 

422 

20.1 

15.0 

183 

8.7 

12.1 

27 

64 

50 

— 

— 

47 

87 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1940 

20,340 

378 

18.6 

14.6 

181 

8.9 

14.3 

23 

60 

55 

58 

22 

67 

22 

— 

— 

— 

22 

— 

— 

4 

(2 

1) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1941 

20,320  1 

386 

19.0 

14.2 

195 

9.7 

12.9 

30 

77 

59 

352 

150 

20 

60 

— 

— 

— 

28 

— 

— 

6 

12 

11 

1942 

19,800 

394 

19.9 

15.8 

197 

9.9 

11.6 

22 

56 

49 

213 

8 

41 

73 

— 

10 

— 

22 

— 

— 

5 

29 

15 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1943 

19,560 

365 

P8.7 

16.5 

198 

10.1 

12.1 

24 

66 

49 

214 

54 

50 

43 

— 

5 

— 

19 

— 

— 

5 

13 

11 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1944 

20,220 

464 

22.9 

17.6 

177 

8.7 

11.6 

38 

82 

46 

208 

48 

66 

32 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

1 

10 

20 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

152 

1945 

20,300 

434 

21.4 

16.1 

204 

lO.I 

11.4 

30 

69 

46 

50 

18 

62 

52 

— 

6 

— 

7 

— 

— 

6 

15 

6 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

97 

1946 

22,000 

515 

23.4 

19.1 

209 

9.5 

11.5 

23 

44 

43 

288 

64 

54 

19 

— 

5 

— 

23 

— 

— 

5 

20 

8 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

88 

1947 

23,000 

538 

23.4 

20.5 

226 

9.8 

12.0 

28 

52 

41 

108 

12 

105 

13 

7 

3 

— 

23 

3 

— 

11 

25 

8 

— 

7 

— 

1 

1 

1 

28 

1948 

23,060 

496 

21.5 

17.9 

215 

9.3 

10.8 

32 

64 

34 

126 

60 

40 

10 

I 

1 

8 

15 

— 

— 

3 

16 

7 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

16 

1949 

23,430 

489 

20.9 

16.7 

219 

9.3 

11.7 

27 

55 

32 

404 

77 

19 

6 

1 

4 

— 

11 

— 

— 

4 

21 

8 

1950 

23,760 

496 

20.9 

15.8 

238 

10.0 

11.6 

18 

36 

29 

217 

119 

46 

4 

4 

4 

— 

27 

— 

— 

2 

14 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1951 

23,950 

482 

20.0 

15.5 

^ 217 

9.1 

12.5 

20 

41 

29 

463 

85 

53 

1 

4 

— 

— 

29 

— 

— 

3 

17 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

1 

1 

— 

1952 

24,265 

471 

19.4 

15.3 

: 171 

7.0 

11.3 

20 

42.5 

27.6 

362 

102 

58 

— 

2 

— 

— 

40 

— 

— 

3 

14 

I 

1953 

24,400 

522 

21.3 

15.5 

1 197 

8.1 

11.4 

19 

36.4 

26.8 

105 

55 

55 

— 

1 

2 

— 

28 

— 

— , 

8 

19 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1954 

25,070 

507 

20.2 

15.2 

1 210 

8.3 

11.3 

24 

47.3 

25.5 

257 

48 

51 

— 

1 

1 

— 

15 

— 

— 

3 

19 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1955 

25,670 

637 

24.8 

15.0 

i 233 

9.1 

11.7 

20 

31.4 

24.9 

443 

134 

22 

— 

— 

9 

— 

16 

— 

— 

3 

8 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

' 

1956 

26,480 

670 

25.3 

14.6 

i 206 

7.7 

11.3 

21 

31.3 

23.8 

488 

140 

23 

— 

6 

3 

— 

9 

— 

— 

3 

11 

— 

1957 

27,430 

697 

25.4 

16.1 

i 242 

8.8 

11.5 

28 

40.1 

23.0 

206 

10 

60 

— 

6 

— 

6 

3 

— 

— 

2 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1958 

28,090 

756 

26.9 

16.4 

226 

8.1 

11.7 

18 

23.8 

22.5 

188 

31 

56 

— 

4 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

9 

1 

’ — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1959 

28,770 

709 

24.6 

16.5 

214 

7.4 

11.6 

20 

28.2 

22.0 

461 

47 

26 

— 

4 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

1 

1960 

29,480 

762 

25.8 

17.0 

245 

8.3 

11.5 

22 

28.8 

21.9 

457 

45 

35 

— 

1 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1961 

31,880 

9,549 

743 

23.3 

17.4 

269 

8.4 

12.0 

13 

17.4 

22.4 

179 

1 

11 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1962 

32,480 

9,657 

721 

22.2 

18.0 

246 

7.6 

11.9 

33 

45.8 

21.4 

261 

13 

11 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1963 

32,850 

9,888 

724 

22.0 

18.2 

266 

8.1 

12.2 

12 

16.6 

20.9 

408 

51 

19 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1964 

33,490 

10,231 

730 

21.8 

18.4 

279 

8.3 

11.3 

21 

28.8 

20.0 

328 

4 

19 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1965 

34,340 

10,483 

680 

19.8 

18.0 

281 

8.1 

11.5 

14 

20.6 

19.0 

349 

8 

20 

— 

— 

12 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1966 

34,890 

10,549 

700 

20.1 

17.7 

306 

8.8 

11.7 

23 

32.9 

18.9 

234 

34 

13 

2 

1 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
BILLINGHAM 


Hospitals 

These  are  under  the  control  of  the  South  Tees-side 
Hospital  Management  Committee  and  the  North  Tees 
Hospital  Management  Committee.  Treatment  of 
patients  from  the  Urban  District  is  available  at  hospitals 
at  Middlesbrough,  Stockton  and  Sedgefield. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Cases  are  admitted  to  West  Lane  Hospital,  Middles- 
brough. 

Tuberculosis 

The  main  hospital  for  tuberculosis  is  the  Poole 
Hospital,  Middlesbrough.  Clinical  treatment  and  x-ray 
are  carried  out  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Bowesfield  Lane, 
Stockton. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinics 

These  are  held  as  follows:  — 

Stockton  and  Thornaby  Hospital,  Bowesfield  Lane, 
Stockton-on-Tees,  Tel.  64127. 

Tuesday : 

females 2-00  p.m.  to  4-00  p.m. 

males  4-30  p.m.  to  6-30  p.m. 

Saturday : 

males  and  females  ...  9-00  a.m.  to  10-30  a.m. 

Middlesbrough  General  Hospital,  Ayresome  Green 
Lane,  Middlesbrough,  Tel.  86631. 

Monday  9-30  a.m.  to  11-30  a.m. 

Wednesday  (males  only)  4-30  p.m.  to  6-30  p.m. 

Thursday  2-00  p.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 

Friday  9-30  a.m.  to  11-30  a.m. 

Ambulance  Service 

This  is  a Durham  County  service  and  is  stationed  at 
the  Ambulance  Station,  Grangefield  Road,  Stockton, 
telephone  number  67410. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  provided  by 
Durham  County  Council 

There  are  three  Welfare  Centres  in  the  area: 
Queensway,  Cowpen  Lane  and  The  Nursery,  Haverton 
Hill. 
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Ante-natal,  post-natal,  ultra  violet  ray,  birth  con- 
trol and  dental  sessions  are  held  at  these  centres  as 
follows: — 

Queensway  Clinic,  Queensway,  Billingham 

Child  Welfare:  Mondays  9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon 
and  1-30  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m.  Alternate  Mon- 
days 9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Immunisation:  Alternate  Tuesdays  1-30  p.m. 
to  3-30  p.m. 

Ante-natal:  Alternate  Mondays  9-30  a.m.  to 
10  a.m. 

Family  Planning  Clinic:  Tuesdays,  7 p.m.  to 
9 p.m.  and  Thursdays,  7 p.m.  to  9 p.m. 

Dental  Clinic:  For  expectant  mothers  and 
children  under  five  years  of  age  — by  ap- 
pointment. 

Cervical  Smears  Test:  Wednesdays,  7 to  9 (for 
women  30  years  and  over).  By  appointment. 

Chiropody:  Wednesdays,  9-30  a.m.  to  11-30  a.m. 
and  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m.,  also  alternate  Fridays, 
2 p.m.  to  4 p.m.  For  the  elderly. 

Cowpen  Lane  Clinic 

Child  Welfare:  Wednesdays,  9-30  a.m.  to  12 
noon. 

Ante-natal,  Post-natal  and  Birth  Control: 
Alternate  Wednesdays,  1-30  p.m.  to  3-30 
p.m. 

Sunlight:  Wednesdays,  1-30  p.m.  to  3 p.m. 

Haverton  Hill  Clinic,  The  Nursery,  Haverton  Hill 

Ante-natal  and  Infant  Welfare:  Alternate 
Wednesdays,  1-30  p.m  .to  3-30  p.m. 

Welfare  Foods 

These  are  obtainable  on  the  days  the  welfare  clinics 
are  open  and  also  at  the  W.R.V.S.  Centre,  The  Green, 
Billingham,  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays. 

Mid  wives  — District  Nurses  — Health  Visitors  serving 
the  Urban  District  are  as  follows: — 
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Midwives 

Mrs.  A.  Banner,  9 Chiltons  Avenue,  Billingham. 
Mrs.  J.  Goodman,  38  Shadforth  Drive,  Billingham. 
Mrs.  A.  N.  Coltman,  239  Low  Grange  Avenue, 

Billingham. 

Mrs.  M.  Shaw,  20  Barton  Crescent,  Billingham. 

Mrs.  K.  Hutchinson,  20  Kennedy  Gardens, 

Billingham. 


District  Nurses 

Mrs.  A.  J.  McEvoy,  51  Bedale  Avenue,  Billingham. 
Mrs.  H.  Harris,  46  Wolviston  Road,  Billingham. 
Mrs.  L.  Paterson,  28  Jubilee  Grove,  Billingham. 

Health  Visitors 

Miss  B.  Allinson,  40  Jubilee  Grove,  Billingham. 
Miss  G.  M.  Leak,  24  Chesham  Rd.,  Norton-on-Tees. 
Miss  M.  Smith,  7 Allendale  Road,  Billingham. 

Miss  W.  Tait,  13  Wilmire  Road,  Billingham. 

School  Clinic,  Queensway,  Billingham 

This  includes  psychiatric,  minor  ailment,  dental, 
eye,  ear  and  ultra  violet  ray  clinics  — by  appointment. 

Residential  Accommodation 

This  accommodation  is  provided  for  persons  who 
by  reason  of  age,  or  infirmity,  are  in  need  of  care  and 
attention.  Hostels  are  provided  throughout  the  County. 
Parkside  Hostel  in  Melrose  Avenue,  is  mainly  for  Billing- 
ham people,  but  there  are  also  hostels  at  Greatham, 
Seaton  Carew  and  Stockton. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

Through  the  County  Scheme  domestic  help  is  pro- 
vided for  households  where  help  is  required  on  account 
of  sickness,  an  expectant  mother,  a mentally  defective, 
a child  under  school  age  or  the  aged. 
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May,  1967. 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  REPORT 

FOR  1966 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I wish  to  present  my  fourth  Annual  Report  on  the 
v/ork  of  my  Department. 

Further  progress  was  made  in  smoke  control,  the 
No.  3 Order  coming  into  operation  during  the  year  and 
the  No.  4 Order  being  confirmed  to  come  into  operation 
in  October,  1967.  Broadly  speaking,  this  means  that  60% 
of  the  houses  in  the  Urban  District  are  now  included 
in  operative  smoke  control  areas  and  that  this  figure 
is  assured  of  rising  to  approximately  70%  in  the  coming 
year. 

So  far  as  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act  is  concerned,  the  results  of  the  initial  inspection 
work  have  by  now  become  fruit  in  that  many  of  the 
items  to  which  attention  had  to  be  directed  at  first  have 
nov/  been  complied  with  and  the  general  standard  is 
very  encouraging. 

A part-time  clerk  appointed  to  carry  out  work 
for  the  Billingham  and  District  Welfare  Council,  Mrs. 
I.  Green,  was  attached  to  the  Department  for  purposes 
of  administration.  While  having  no  direct  bearing  on 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department, 
I feel  sure  that  this  appointment  has  contributed  sub- 
stantially to  the  welfare  activities  of  the  area  and  the 
results,  particularly  to  the  benefit  of  the  older  people, 
will  have  been  appreciated. 

With  no  other  changes  in  staff  during  the  year  and 
a full  establishment  throughout,  it  has  been  possible 
to  keep  up  regular  food  hygiene  inspections  and  super- 
vision over  the  numerous  other  aspects  of  public  health 
work.  I am  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  staff  for  their 
loyal  support  and  co-operation  in  ensuring  the  smooth 
running  of  the  Department,  and  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  and  Baths  Committee  for  the 
interest  they  have  taken  in  the  work  and  their 
encouragement. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  LOVE, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 
AND  OTHER  DETAILS 


Bakehouses  

Canteens  

Complaints  Investigated  

Drains  Tested  or  Inspected 

Dwelling  Houses  under  Infectious  Diseases 
Dwelling  Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Dwelling  Houses  under  Housing  Acts 

Factories  and  Factories  Act 

Food  

Fried  Fish  Shops  

Hairdressing  Byelaws 

Interviews  

Licensed  Premises  

Meat  

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  

Offensive  Accumulations  

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  . . . 

Overcrowding 

Premises  under  Notice  

Public  Baths  

Public  Conveniences 

Rats  and  Mice 

Refuse  Collection  

Refuse  Disposal  

Riding  Establishments  

Schools 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers’  Act  ...  

Shops  (Food  Hygiene  and  Shops  Act) 

Smoke  -Observations 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

Stables,  Piggeries  and  Allotments 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers’  Carts 
Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  ... 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Preniises  

Water  Samples  Obtained  

Water  Samples  from  Public  Baths 

Water  Supply 

Works  in  Progress  

NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  NOTICES 

Informal  Notices  Served  

Informal  Notices  Complied  With 

Statutory  Notices  Served  

Statutory  Notices  Complied  With 


1 

23 

1348 

65 

85 

305 

92 

14 
199 

2 

3 

180 

11 

1016 

2 

61 

35 

246 

8 

17 

28 

3 

26 

537 

175 

3 

10 

15 
784 
410 

1468 

3 

.34 

2 

79 

6 

20 

6 

7 


320 

315 
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SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  AND 
DEFECTS  REMEDIED 


Defective  Eavesgutters  3 

„ Plasterwork  3 

„ Water  Supply  Pipes  1 

„ Waste  Pipes  2 

„ Floors  1 

„ Fireplaces 1 

„ Doors  3 

„ Ceilings  1 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

Defective  Drains  1 

„ Water  Closets  5 

Dustbins  Provided  or  Renewed  577 

Blocked  Drains  and  Sink  Pipes  Cleared 688 

Verminous  Premises  Disinfested  73 


HOUSING 

One  Clearance  Area,  consisting  of  twelve  houses  in 
Fredric  Terrace,  Haverton  Hill,  was  declared  and  con- 
firmed during  the  year,  and  in  addition  one  isolated 
individual  unfit  house  was  dealt  with  under  Section  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  Standard  Improvement  Grants 
attracted  more  interest  than  in  the  past  and  twenty- 
nine  applications  were  approved. 

In  addition,  a start  was  made  on  the  re-vitalisation 
of  some  of  the  older  houses  in  the  Haverton  Hill  and 
Port  Clarence  areas  which  had  formerly  been  privately 
owned  and  which  had  been  acquired  by  the  Council. 

The  demolition  of  the  Belasis  Estate  houses,  which 
had  been  seriously  affected  by  atmospheric  pollution, 
was  completed  during  the  year.  The  estate  originally 
consisted  of  156  houses,  and  this  completed  a programme 
of  demolition  in  the  polluted  area  whereby  250  houses 
have  been  pulled  down  in  this  part  of  Haverton  Hill  in 
the  past  three  years,  houses  which  were  otherwise 
not  only  fit  by  Housing  Act  Standards  but  com- 
plete with  modern  amenities.  The  fact  that  many  of 
these  houses  were  owned  by  the  local  authority  and 
that  the  others  were  dealt  with  by  agreement  with  the 
owners,  I.C.I.  Ltd.,  has  made  this  major  movement 
of  people  from  adverse  conditions  possible,  and  perhaps 
it  may.  be  taken  as  an  indication  that  environment 
should  be  a factor  to  be  considered  in  future  standards 
of  fitness. 
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So  far  as  house  building  was  concerned,  a number 
of  contracts  were  proceeding,  but  by  far  the  majority 
of  these  were  not  due  for  completion  until  1967  and  the 
numbers  built  and  completed  during  1966  were  as  fol- 
lows, with  the  previous  year’s  figures  indicated  in 
brackets:  — 

By  Local  Authority  42  (170) 

By  Private  Persons  114  (186) 


OVERCROWDING 

There  is  no  problem  with  statutory  overcrowding 
in  the  district.  One  isolated  case  which  was  investigated 
was  referred  to  the  Housing  Committee  and  given 
special  consideration,  while  other  reported  cases  were 
found  not  to  exceed  the  statutory  limits. 


CARAVANS 

There  are  no  caravans  used  in  the  district  as  living 
accommodation. 


WATER 

Water  supply  throughout  the  area  is  from  the  Tees 
Valley  and  Cleveland  Water  Board  and  the  Engineer 
in  charge  of  Supply  and  Distribution  has  kindly  supplied 
details  of  the  methods  of  treatment  and  of  the  results 
of  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  which  are 
carried  out  regularly. 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory 
in  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  waters  are 
carried  out  approximately  weekly,  and  the  treated  water 
is  examined  as  it  leaves  the  treatment  plants  and  at 
various  points  in  the  distribution  system.  Over  ninety 
samples  per  month  of  the  treated  waters  were  taken 
for  bacteriological  examinations  and  the  results  of  the 
tests  carried  out  on  these  samples  showed  the  supply 
to  be  of  satisfactory  purity  throughout  the  year.  The 
supply  to  Billingham  is  from  Long  Newton  Reservoir 
in  which  water  from  the  Lartington  Gravitation  supply 
is  mixed  with  approximately  i of  its  volume  from  the 
River  Tees  derived  supply. 

The  water  has  no  plumbo  solvent  action. 
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The  Lartington  Gravitation  Supply  consists  of  a 
mixture  of  slow  sand  filtered  water  and  water  decolour- 
ised and  purified  by  coagulation  methods,  followed  by 
rapid  gravity  filtration.  The  pH  of  the  mixed  water  is 
raised  by  the  addition  of  lime.  The  River  Tees  derived 
supply  is  clarified  by  chemical  coagulation  followed  by 
rapid  gravity  filtration,  pH  adjustment  and  chlorina- 
tion. The  water  leaving  Long  Newton  Reservoir  is  filtered 
through  microstrainers,  which  have  160,000  apertures 
to  the  square  inch  and  then  rechlorinated  before  passing 
into  supply. 


Lartington  Gravitation  Supply 
Bacteriological  Results 

Ave. 

Max. 

Min. 

Colony  count  per  ml.  on  yeast  ex- 
tract agar  after  1 day  at  37° C ... 

14 

38 

2 

Colony  count  per  ml.  on  yeast  ex- 
tract agar  after  2 days  at  37° C ... 

17 

66 

3 

Colony  count  per  ml.  on  yeast  ex- 
tract agar  after  3 days  at  20°C  . . . 

14 

130 

1 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  NO 
Presumptive  Coliform  reaction 
per  100  mis.  

99.6% 

Percentage  of  samples  showing  NO 
reaction  for  B.  Coli  (type  1)  per 
100  mis 

99.8% 

River  Tees  Derived  Supply  from  Broken  Scar  Works, 
Darlington  — Bacteriological  Results 

Colony  count  per  ml.  on  yeast  ex- 
tract agar  after  1 day  at  37°C  ... 

2 

12 

Nil. 

Colony  count  per  ml.  on  yeast  ex- 
tract agar  after  2 days  at  37° C ... 

2 

16 

Nil. 

Colony  count  per  ml.  on  yeast  ex- 
tract agar  after  3 days  at  20° C ... 

2 

18 

Nil. 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  NO 
Presumptive  Coliform  reaction 
per  100  mis. 

99.3% 

Percentage  of  samples  showing  NO 
reaction  for  B.  Coli  (Type  1)  per 
100  mis 

100% 

Long  Newton  Reservoir  Final  Water 
Bacteriological  Results 

Percentage  of  samples  showing  NO  Presumptive 
coliform  reaction  per  100  mis.  ...  98.8% 

Percentage  of  samples  showing  NO  reaction 
for  B.  Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mis.  98.8% 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Design  work  was  done  during  the  year  for  exten- 
sions to  a major  sewer,  known  as  Sewer  B,  to  serve  the 
growing  area  to  the  west  of  the  main  A.19  road.  Work 
was  started  on  construction  of  a sewer  system  to  serve 
the  Cowpen  Industrial  Estate. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  usual  detailed  report  on  refuse  collection  and 
disposal  is  attached  to  this  report. 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  was  no  change  in  this  type  of  food  prepara- 
tion in  the  district  from  the  previous  year,  with  three 
bakeries  still  in  operation  plus  other  meat  products  be- 
ing prepared  in  connection  with  butchers'  premises. 
One  of  these  in  particular  extended  the  range  of  baking 
facilities  during  the  year  and  was  given  advice  on  the 
layout  and  equipment,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Factor- 
ies Acts  and  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

SHOPS 

The  number  and  type  of  shops  is  shown  below: — 


Food  Shops: 

Fried  Fish  and  Chips  12 

Wet  Fish  1 

Grocers  and  General  Dealers  ...  42 

Butchers  20 

Greengrocers  13 

Bread  and  Cakes 15 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 7 

Sweets,  etc.  23 
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Other  Shops  93 
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The  extensions  to  the  Town  Centre  proceeded  dur- 
ing 1966,  but  only  one  of  the  new  shops  had  been 
occupied  by  the  year  end.  During  1967  the  completion 
of  the  West  Precinct  and  the  construction  of  the  East 
Precinct  will  add  considerably  to  the  facilities  in  this 
modern  traffic-free  shopping  area. 

CLOSING  HOURS 

The  general  pattern  of  closing  hours  in  shops  is 
well  within  the  limits  of  the  requirements  of  the  Shops 
Act,  1950.  The  position  relating  to  half-day  closing  and 
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Sunday  trading  is  less  satisfactory  and  at  times  difficult 
to  operate,  particularly  as  many  shops  are  covered  for 
certain  purposes  by  the  exemptions  contained  in 
schedules  to  the  Act,  and  a shopkeeper  who  is  entitled 
to  open  to  sell  some  items  must  find  it  difficult  to  refuse 
customers  who  request  other  purchases  at  the  same 
time.  Advice  was  sought  on  a number  of  occasions  dur- 
ing the  year  on  such  things  as  hours  of  work  of  young 
persons,  and  routine  visits  were  made  during  evenings 
to  check  on  times  of  closing. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
General  — Registration  and  Inspection 

In  my  report  for  1965  regarding  this  Act,  I com- 
mented that  most  of  the  registrations  had  been  effected 
in  1964  and  that  a great  deal  of  progress  had  been  made 
on  the  initial  General  Inspections  during  1965.  Further 
consolidation  of  this  work  took  place  throughout  1966, 
with  246  visits  to  registered  premises,  161  of  them  in 
the  form  of  General  Inspections.  There  are  still  about 
50  registered  premises  which  have  not  had  a full  General 
Inspection,  but  these  are  mainly  in  the  area  where  some 
of  the  shops  were  scheduled  to  close  down  due  to  de- 
population of  the  housing  estates  which  were  their 
principal  sources  of  trade,  together  with  a few  of  the 
very  small  shops  with  few  employees.  Obviously,  many 
of  the  General  Inspections  were  repeated  in  shops  and 
offices  which  had  had  full  inspections  in  the  previous 
year,  in  order  to  check  on  progress  made  in  complying 
with  notices  sent  to  draw  to  attention  contraventions 
of  the  Act,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  the  general  spirit 
of  co-operation  and  promptitude  in  complying  with 
points  raised  which  has  been  found  with  few  exceptions. 

While  not  all  shops  require  to  register,  the  Inspec- 
tors have  used  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Act  to 
advise  shop-keepers  of  family  businesses,  etc.,  with  the 
hope  that  if  they  at  some  time  in  the  future  employ 
staff  and  require  to  register  they  will  not  be  faced  with 
problems  of  which  they  would  not  otherwise  be  aware. 

The  total  number  of  persons  recorded  as  employed 
in  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  4,096, 
an  increase  on  the  previous  year  of  533,  largely  due  to 
a major  extension  to  one  large  office  building  and  the 
opening  of  a large  supermarket.  Of  course,  accurate 
statistics  are  impossible  with  frequent  changes  of  staff. 
Total  numbers  of  registered  premises  barely  changed, 
9 premises  being  registered  for  the  first  time  during  the 
year  and  7 being  removed  from  the  register. 
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Operation  and  General  Provisions  of  the  Act. 

As  already  stated,  the  vast  majority  of  occupiers  of 
registered  premises  have  been  very  helpful  in  meeting 
the  requirements  of  the  Act  which  have  been  drawn  to 
their  attention,  and  have  been  willing  to  discuss  prob- 
lems in  a reasonable  manner.  In  those  cases  where  com- 
pliance has  been  achieved  more  slowly  there  have  been 
found  to  be  problems  which  required  discussion,  such 
as  questions  relating  to  the  effects  of  redevelopment 
affecting  the  decision  of  the  correct  way  of  spending 
money  wisely,  and  the  Inspectors  have  endeavoured  to 
be  helpful  at  this  stage.  It  is  hoped  that  if  this  experience 
continues  the  days  are  not  far  off  when  repeat  inspec- 
tions, though  essential  will  mainly  be  needed  to  check 
on  the  need  for  such  items  as  cleaning  and  re-decora- 
tion,  which,  though  apparent  to  an  Inspector  visiting 
for  the  purpose,  are  not  always  apparent  to  the  person 
who  is  in  the  premises  day  in  and  day  out.  The  degree 
of  safety  afforded  by  machinery  and  items  of  equipment 
will  also  need  constant  checking,”  so  that  familiarity 
with  a defect  does  not  breed  dangerous  contempt, 
though  the  experienced  gained  so  far  is  pleasing  inas- 
much as  guards  have  been  fitted  in  numerous  instances 
at  our  request. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  subjects  covered  by  the  Act 
which  might  well  be  studied  for  the  possibility  of  more 
clearly  defined  standards  is  ventilation.  Too  often  have 
shop  fitters  in  the  past  taken  security  to  the  limit  of 
sealing  up  every  opening  except  the  front  door  to  busi- 
ness premises,  and  this  cannot  be  accepted  as  effective 
and  suitable  ventilation,  while  on  the  other  hand  it  is 
as  well  if  employees  can  control  the  access  of  fresh  air 
to  avoid  unpleasant  draughts. 

In  a rapidly  developing  community  such  as  Billing- 
ham  one  aspect  of  control  which  needs  careful  attention 
is  the  detailed  perusal  of  plans  for  new  shops  and  offices. 
Nothing  can  be  more  annoying  to  the  occupier  of  new 
premises  than  to  find  that  a local  authority  has  approved 
the  plans  yet  an  Inspector  criticises  the  layout  or  facili- 
ties immediately  the  premises  are  occupied.  Without 
advance  knowledge  of  the  number  and  sex  of  staff  to 
be  employed  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  all  pitfalls,  particu- 
larly when  sometimes  even  the  class  of  business  is  not 
certain  at  the  outset,  but  it  is  in  the  interest  of  good 
public  relations  to  try  to  see  as  many  of  the  problems 
as  possible  before  they  can  occur  and  in  this  respect  I 
have  established  a good  working  relationship  with  the 
Council’s  own  Architectural  section  and  the  Consultant 
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Architects  in  discussing  these  points  at  an  early  stage. 
Similar  approaches  are  made  to  other  private  architects 
where  necessary  and  it  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
purpose  of  submission  of  plans  is  to  establish  compliance 
with  Building  Regulations  and  Planning  Acts,  therefore 
local  authorities  can  quite  correctly  approve  plans  in 
.these  resp.ects  and  still  leave  such  other  legislation  as 
this  creating  future  difficulties.  Even  with  existing 
premises,  fluctuations  of  numbers  and  sexes  of  staff 
have  been  found  to  indicate  different  requirements  for 
facilities  as  calculated  in  accord^ce  with  the  Sanitary 
Conveniences  Regulations  and  Washing  Facilities  Regu- 
lations on  subsequent  inspections. 

Accidents 

Six  accidents  in  registered  premises  were  notified 
during  the  year,  and  5 of  these  were  reported  as  simple 
falls  over  such  things  as  door-mats,  door-steps,  etc.,  the 
remaining  one  being  caused  by  mis-handling  a knife  in 
opening  cardboard  cartons. 

Exemptions 

There  were  no  applications  for  exemptions  during 
the  year  in  respect  of  space,  temperature,  sanitary  con- 
veniences or  washing  facilities.  One  additional  exemp- 
tion for  certain  first  aid  requirements  under  Section 
24  (7)  was  granted  where  alternative  facilities  were 
available  in  a first  aid  room,  while  one  premise  previous- 
ly exempted  under  this  Section  was  removed  from  the 
register. 

Statistical  Details 

Details,  including  those  required  to  be  notified  to 
.the  Minister  of  Labour  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  are 
as  follows:  — 


Table  “A’’  — Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

1 

57 

21 

Retail  Shops 

7 

178 

128 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

- 

3 

1 

Catering  Establishments  open  to 
the  public,  Canteens 

1 

26 

11 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

- 

- 

Totals : 

9 

264 

161 
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Table  — Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors 
to  Registered  Premises 
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Table  “C”  — Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered 
Premises  by  workplace. 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons 
employed 

Offices 

2,780 

Retail  Shops 

823 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 

79 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

291 

Canteens 

123 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

Total  : 

4,096 

Total  Males  : 

2,459 

Total  Females  : 

1,637 

Table  — Exemptions 

There  were  no  applications  for  exemptions  during 
the  year. 

Table  '‘E”  — Prosecutions 
Prosecutions  — Nil. 

No.  of  complaints  (or  summary  applications)  made 
under  section  22  — Nil. 

No.  of  interim  orders  granted  — Nil. 

Table  — Inspectors 

No.  of  Inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52  (1)  or 
(5)  of  the  Act  — 3. 

No.  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their  time 
on  work  in  connection  with  the  Act  — Nil. 

Table  “G"’  — Analysis  of  Reported  Accidents 


Offices 

Retail 

Shops 

Catering  Establishments 
Open  to  Public 

Falls  of  persons 

3 

— 

2 

Handling  Goods 

— 

1 

— 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

Regular  inspections  were  carried  out  on  food  shops 
and  food  preparing  premises  throughout  the  area,  and 
in  particular  a full  survey  was  made  of  licensed  premises. 
The  general  standard  of  facilities  provided  in  these  pre- 
mises was  found  to  be  good,  and  where  improvements 
were  requested  the  co-operation  of  the  Companies  in- 
volved was  given  without  delay.  In  particular  the  proper 
ventilation  of  cellars  was  studied,  in  some  instances 
with  the  advice  of  refrigeration  engineers,  in  order  to 
ensure  proper  temperature  control,  and  the  results  have 
been  satisfactory  in  every  case.  The  enforcement  of  these 
parts  of  the  Regulations  which  specify  the  provision  of 
facilities  is  a straightforward  matter,  but  control  over 
habits  and  methods  of  handling  food  are  more  difficult, 
as  there  is  no  guarantee  that  the  same  care  is  taken  at 
all  times,  particularly  under  the  strain  of  busy  periods, 
and  in  this  connection  health  education  techniques  have 
to  be  used  to  the  best  advantage  at  the  time  of  inspec- 
tion. The  Stockton/Billingham  Technical  College  in- 
cluded a certificate  course  in  Food  Hygiene  for  Food 
Handlers  in  their  syllabus  for  the  1966/67  session,  and 
unfortunately  at  first  it  received  too  little  publicity  to 
attract  a sufficient  number  of  candidates  to  operate  a 
separate  class,  but  arrangements  were  made  through  my 
Department  to  publicise  the  course  and  it  was  guaran- 
teed to  start  early  in  1967. 

REGISTRATION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  registered 
under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  is 
given  below: — 


Pre-packed  ice  cream  ... 

63 

Preserved  Foods 

15 

Fried  Fish 

12 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
A.  Milk 

Two  Co-operative  Societies  and  one  other  major 
dairy  group  are  the  main  distributors  of  milk  in  the 
area,  and  in  addition  there  is  a smaller  distributor  con- 
nected with  supplies  from  a number  of  farms  and  a 
local  farmer  who  delivers  particularly  in  the  Wolviston 
area.  Durham  County  Council  Health  Department  carry 
out  regular  sampling  and  supply  full  details  of  results 
obtained.  From  time  to  time  problems  arise  with  regard 
to  the  mis-use  of  milk  bottles  by  members  of  the  public. 
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and  bottles  which  are  badly  stained  or  which  have  been 
used  for  some  liquid  which  leaves  a strong  smell  are 
difficult  to  clean  even  with  the  equipment  available  at 
the  dairies.  Most  of  these  are  discovered  by  the  normal 
checking  process  at  the  bottle  washing  plant,  but  oc- 
casionally one  slips  through  undetected  and  the  matter 
has  to  be  taken  up  with  the  firm  concerned.  No  doubt 
the  non-returnable  container  will  be  the  means  of  de- 
livery in  the  not  too  distant  future  but  at  the  moment 
the  economics  of  the  system  continue  to  keep  the  tradi- 
tional bottle  in  use. 

B.  Meat 

Most  of  the  butchers  in  the  area  obtain  their  sup- 
plies through  slaughtering  facilities  elsewhere,  but  three 
of  the  local  butchers  continue  to  do  their  own  slaughter- 
ing and  all  the  animals  killed  at  these  three  slaughter- 
houses are  inspected  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  In- 
spection Regulations,  1963.  The  number  of  animals  was 
approximately  equal  to  the  previous  year,  and  while  the 
total  through-put  is  not  great,  it  is  necessary  to  carry 
out  meat  inspection  normally  on  three  or  four  days  each 
week  at  one  or  more  of  the  premises.  There  is  no  problem 
of  weekend  or  evening  slaughter  and  it  was  decided 
that  it  was  not  necessary  at  present  to  make  an  Order 
regulating  the  hours  of  slaughter  as  provided  for  by  the 
Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1966. 
Details  of  meat  inspection  for  the  year  are  contained  in 
the  following  table: — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and 
Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

330 

1 

3 

1009 

129 

Number  inspected 

330 

1 

3 

1009 

129 

AU  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned : 

2 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned: 

61 

1 

5 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci: 

18-48 

100 

0-69 

3.88 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned: 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis: 

0-30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned : 

4 

Carcases  submitted  to 
refrigeration : 

3 



- , 



_ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned: 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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C.  other  Foods 

The  procedure  of  periodic  discussion  between  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  Tees-side  local 
authorities  to  compare  the  results  of  bacteriological 
examination  of  ice  cream  samples  from  various  suppliers 
was  continued.  Of  eleven  samples  taken  from  vehicles 
trading  in  the  area,  5 were  Grade  1,  2 were  Grade  2, 
1 was  Grade  3 and  3 were  Grade  4.  The  advantage  of 
having  joint  consideration  of  results  is  that  trends  re- 
lating to  particular  distributors  serving  the  wider  area 
can  be  seen  more  clearly  from  the  continued  sampling 
of  all  the  authorities,  and  also  the  officers  in  the  areas 
where  the  depots  are  situated  are  able  to  sample  at 
source  to  make  comparison  with  the  results  obtained 
at  the  point  of  sale. 

Inspection  of  other  foodstuffs  such  as  tinned  foods 
takes  place  regularly  at  wholesale  warehouses  and  re- 
tail shops,  and  in  1966  condemnation  of  foods  other 
than  meat  at  slaughterhouses  amounted  to  3 tons,  15 
cwts.,  3 qtrs.,  23  lbs.,  14  ozs.,  as  follows:  — 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs  (tins  & jars) 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs  (packets)... 

Bacon  and  Ham  

Sausage  

Tinned  Meat  

Tinned  Fish  

Tinned  Milk  

Tinned  Fruit  

Tinned  Soup  

Jam,  etc 

Biscuits 

Frozen  Fish  

D.  Adulteration 

Several  complaints  were  investigated  in  connection 
with  quality  of  food,  and  the  services  of  the  County 
Analyst  were  sought  where  appropriate,  while  on  one 
occasion  insect  pests  were  submitted  to  an  entomologist 
for  advice. 
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131  lbs. 

4 lb  14  oz. 
769  tins 
219  tins 
462  tins 

1421  tins 
1322  tins 
115  lb.  4oz. 

5 lbs. 

45  lbs. 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  usual  information  relating  to  attendances  at 
the  Public  Baths  is  given  below: — 

1965  1966 

General  Public  83,599  94,902 

Use  of  Slipper  Baths  ...  936  1,085 

Brine  Baths 108  92 
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In  addition  to  the  figure  for  the  use  of  the  baths 
by  the  general  public,  there  are  regular  private  sessions, 
particularly  for  the  schools  as  well  as  other  organisa- 
tions outside  school  hours.  In  previous  reports  a figure 
has  been  quoted  for  this,  but  the  Education  Authority 
now  operate  a block  booking  and  it  is  difficult  to  give  an 
accurate  figure.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a con- 
siderable increase  in  the  use  of  the  baths  by  the  general 
public  from  the  previous  year’s  figures.  The  Billingham 
Forum,  to  be  completed  during  1967,  will  have  amongst 
its  many  other  facilities  a new  swimming  pool  and  a 
learner’s  pool,  and  therefore  the  future  of  the  existing 
Baths  came  up  for  consideration  during  the  year.  It 
appeared  likely  that  the  new  Teesside  Education  Author- 
ity, which  will  operate  from  April  1968,  would  be  able  to 
make  full  use  of  these  Baths  for  school  swimming  in- 
struction, and  in  the  meantime  the  Cowpen  Lane  Baths 
should  continue  in  use  and  that  all  club  sessions  should 
take  place  there  when  the  Forum  opens.  Regular  samples 
of  water  are  obtained  from  the  Public  Baths  and  the 
Campus  School  swimming  bath,  and  bacteriological  re- 
sults have  been  satisfactory  from  both  premises. 
Purification  in  each  case  is  by  pressure  filters  and 
chlorination. 


AIR  POLLUTION 

The  demolition  of  houses  on  the  Belasis  Estate  was 
completed  in  1966  so  far  as  the  Council-owned  Cleveland 
Estate  area  was  concerned.  As  already  stated  earlier  in 
this  report  under  the  heading  of  “Housing”  this  pro- 
gramme of  clearance  Oif  houses  for  environmental 
reasons  removed  altogether  250  houses.  It  is  perhaps 
appropriate  to  quote  two  paragraphs  from  the  summary 
of  conclusions  and  recommendations  of  the  Sub-Com- 
mittee of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee  on 
Standards  of  housing  fitness  in  their  report  published 
towards  the  end  of  1966:  — 

“The  environment  in  which  houses  stand  is  as 
important  to  living  conditions  as  the  houses  them- 
selves and  must  be  taken  into  account  in  the 
standards”. 

“We  recommend  that  local  authorities  should 
have  a duty  to  clear  houses  where  living  conditions 
are  made  intolerable  by  bad  environmental  condi- 
tions”. 

These  houses  in  Haverton  Hill  were  pulled  down 
before  the  report  was  published,  but  nevertheless  serve 
as  a good  example  of  the  conditions  which  must  have 
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influenced  the  Sub -Committee  in  their  findings. 

Statistical  information  relating  to  measurements  of 
deposited  matter,  sulphur  dioxide  and  smoke  are  con- 
tained in  the  tables  which  follow,  and  generally  the 
trends  are  in  the  right  direction  with  minor  exceptions 
at  one  or  two  sites.  Smoke  readings  continue  to  give 
statistical  confirmation  of  the  success  of  smoke  control 
measures. 

Improvements  effected  by  industry  in  the  area  in- 
cluded the  installation  of  new  scrubbers  on  an 
ammonium  sulphate  plant,  the  modernisation  of  the 
methods  of  plaster  production  and  the  addition  of  a 
further  electrostatic  precipitator  at  a sulphuric  acid 
plant. 

Towards  the  end  of  April  a number  of  complaints 
were  received  of  damage  to  plants  and  vegetation  on  the 
Chiltons  Estate.  The  matter  was  investigated  very  fully 
to  the  extent  of  a meeting  between  industrial  represent- 
atives and  the  members  of  the  Health  and  Baths  Com- 
mittee, when  a frank  discussion  of  atmospheric  pollution 
problems  took  place.  Pollution  affecting  visibility  in  the 
Haverton  Hill  area  in  November  also  caused  comment, 
but  the  main  factor  influencing  the  position  at  that 
time  was  an  unusually  persistent  period  of  inversion 
conditions  keeping  all  atmospheric  effluents  down  to 
a low  level,  and  this  could  be  seen  from  appropriate 
vantage  points  as  a text-book  example  of  the  influence 
of  meteorology.  The  effect  of  wind  directions  and  other 
weather  conditions  on  the  dispersal  of  effluent  obviously 
has  a bearing  on  what  is  known  as  “Tees-side  mist”,  a 
phenomenon  which  affects  the  Billingham  area  much 
less  than  other  nearby  towns,  and  an  important  step 
was  taken  to  try  to  find  the  solution  to  this  problem  by 
the  setting  up  by  the  Ministry  of  Technology’s  Inter- 
Departmental  Committee  on  Air  Pollution  of  a Working 
Party  to  study  the  whole  question. 

So  far  as  clean  air  from  the  domestic  chimney  is 
concerned  good  progress  is  being  made.  The  No.  3 Smoke 
Control  Order,  containing  1,285  houses  and  23  other 
buildings,  came  into  operation  on  1st  October  1966  and 
the  No.  4 Order,  for  783  houses  and  30  other  buildings, 
was  confirmed,  following  a Public  Inquiry,  to  come  into 
operation  on  1st  October  1967.  Survey  work  was  carried 
out  for  the  preparation  of  the  No.  5 Order,  including 
725  houses  and  10  other  buildings,  and  the  building 
programme  of  both  Council  houses  and  private  houses 
in  the  Low  Grange  and  Wolviston  Court  areas  is  steadily 
increasing  the  total  number  of  properties  covered  by 
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the  Nos.  1 and  2 Orders,  a process  which  is  due  to 
accelerate  in  the  coming  year.  At  the  end  of  1966  over 
60%  of  the  houses  in  the  Urban  District  were  in  opera- 
tive Smoke  Control  Areas  and  the  confirmation  of  the 
No.  4 Order  ensured  progression  to  the  70%  mark.  It 
can  be  anticipated  with  confidence  that  an  80%  figure 
will  be  reached  before  Billingham  U.D.C.  ceases  to  exist 
in  April  1968  on  the  formation  of  the  Teesside  County 
Borough,  and  but  for  the  changes  in  local  government 
boundaries  it  would  seem  that  Billingham  could  have 
expected  to  be  the  first  authority  in  the  North  of  England 
to  have  completed  its  smoke  control  programme.  How- 
ever, achieving  a target  for  the  sake  of  its  achievement 
is  not  important,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  pro- 
gress should  not  continue  “under  new  management” 
and  with  a bigger  and  better  target. 

The  No.  4 Smoke  Control  Order  affected  more  pen- 
sioners than  the  previous  Orders  had  done  and  the 
Council  gave  this  careful  consideration  and  fixed  a 
general  standard  for  the  exercise  of  their  discretionary 
powers  to  pay  increased  grants  as  provided  by  Section 
12  (1)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  in  order  to  prevent 
undue  hardship,  while  at  the  same  time  allowing  scope 
for  special  consideration  of  individual  cases  outside  the 
general  pattern. 

The  Tees-side  Clean  Air  Committee  continued  to 
serve  a most  useful  purpose,  and  in  particular  the  Tech- 
nical Sub-Committee  has  been  of  great  value  in  ensuring 
a uniform  approach  to  clean  air  matters  over  a wide 
area. 
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STANDARD  DEPOSIT  GAUGES 

Undissolved  Matter  and  Fe20a  Collected  (Tons  per  Sq,  Mile) 
for  Moving  Five  Yearly  Periods.  1956-1966 


Undissolved 

Site  of  Gauge 

Years 

No. 

of 

Mths. 

Matter 

Rainfall 

Fe*0, 

Total 

Average 

Total 

Ave. 

No. 

of 

Mths. 

Total 

Ave. 

Crawford’s  Shop 

1956-60 

52 

3438-05 

66-12 

91-06 

1-75 





(Industrial) 

1957-61 

47 

2948-98 

62-74 

81-92 

1-74 

— 

— 



1958-62 

48 

2662-87 

55-56 

80-20 

1-67 

6 

23-46 

3-91 

1959-63 

46 

2255-18 

49-03 

75-13 

1-63 

14 

53-03 

3-79 

1960-64 

46 

2044-51 

44-45 

74-81 

1-63 

26 

114-65 

4-41 

1961-65 

50 

2024-98 

40-50 

77-47 

1-55 

38 

177-33 

4-67 

1962-66 

55 

2408-56 

43-79 

92-24 

1-68 

50 

260-52 

5-21 

Haverton  Hill 

1961-65 

48 

824-34 

17-17 

81-18 

1-69 

40 

116-38 

2-91 

Post  Office 
(Semi-Ind.) 

1962-66 

58 

968-01 

16-69 

106.17 

1-83 

52 

153-46 

2-95 

35  Tibbersley 

l-;56-60 

58 

651.91 

11.24 

109. 65 

1-89 





— 

Avenue 

1957-61 

58 

571-06 

9-84 

107-75 

1.86 

— 

— 

— 

(Semi-Ind.) 

1958-62 

58 

513-59 

8-85 

106-03 

1-83 

6 

5-02 

0-84 

1959-63 

58 

425-23 

7-33 

102-51 

1-77 

18 

17-86 

0-99 

1960-6^ 

60 

426-00 

7-10 

105-80 

1-76 

30 

29*73 

0-99 

1961-65 

60 

376-36 

6-27 

104-15 

1-74 

42 

42-75 

1.02 

1962-66 

59 

366-44 

6-21 

108-12 

1-83 

53 

54-74 

1.03 

Harrow  Terrace 
(Semi-Ind.) 

1962-66 

45 

594-52 

13-21 

84-00 

1-87 

45 

129-37 

2-87 

Malvern  Road 

1956-60 

57 

386-63 

6-78 

108-19 

1-90 







(Residential) 

1957-61 

55 

383-68 

6-97 

102-37 

1-86 

— 

— 

— 

1958-62 

56 

404-69 

7-23 

107-11 

1-91 

6 

3-68 

0-61 

1959-63 

56 

403-77 

7-21 

98-93 

1-77 

18 

15-86 

0-88 

1960-64 

57 

387-13 

6-79 

100-06 

1-75 

30 

26-76 

0-89 

1961-65 

55 

323-39 

5-88 

91-71 

1-67 

39 

32-45 

0.83 

1962-66 

56 

330-47 

5-90 

101-96 

1-82 

50 

43-03 

0.86 

Beamish  Road, 

1956-60 

51 

485-75 

9-52 

79-71 

1-56 

28 

70-11 

2-50 

(Residential) 

1957-61 

53 

499-50 

9-42 

77-32 

1-46 

40 

85-94 

2-15 

1958-62 

52 

481-43 

9-26 

72-58 

1-39 

51 

106-33 

2-08 

1959-63 

46 

427-43 

9-29 

59-88 

1-30 

46 

87*79 

1-91 

1960-64 

48 

416-32 

8-67 

63-22 

1-32 

48 

70-01 

1-46 

1961-65 

50 

419-52 

8-19 

69-37 

1-39 

50 

67-98 

1-36 

1962-66 

49 

410-43 

8-38 

75-89 

1-54 

49 

64-13 

1-31 

Grosvenor  Road 

1956-60 

56 

359-08 

6-41 

111-72 

1-99 







(Residential) 

1957-61 

54 

365-43 

6-75 

105-14 

1-95 

— 

— 

— 

1958-62 

55 

363-70 

6-61 

104-86 

1-91 

6 

4-76 

0-79 

1959-63 

56 

371-58 

6-64 

105-18 

1-88 

17 

15-99 

0-94 

1960-64 

56 

356-89 

6-37 

103-26 

1-84 

29 

29-56 

1-02 

1961-65 

57 

345-94 

6-07 

100-62 

1-76 

41 

47-67 

1*16 

1962-66 

59 

388-92 

6-59 

109-15 

1-85 

53 

74-47 

1-41 

Hostel,  Melrose 

1956-60 

60 

422-65 

7-04 

110-06 

1-83 







Avenue 

1957-61 

59 

414-99 

7-03 

107-69 

1-82 

— 

— 

— 

(Residential) 

1958-62 

59 

408-59 

6-92 

105-00 

1-78 

6 

4-66 

0-78 

1959-63 

58 

388-69 

6-70 

98-56 

1-70 

17 

18-99 

1*12 

1960-64 

58 

360-18 

6-21 

97-92 

1-69 

29 

28-63 

0-99 

1961-65 

58 

317-31 

5-47 

94-99 

1-64 

41 

42-15 

1-03 

1962-66 

59 

300-39 

5-09 

102-54 

1-74 

53 

53-10 

1-00 

26  Cornwall 

1956-60 

60 

598-59 

9-98 

117-15 

1-95 







Crescent 

1957-61 

60 

544-38 

9-07 

115-48 

1-92 

— 

— 

— 

(Residential) 

1958-62 

59 

473-97 

8-03 

112-40 

1-90 

6 

5-66 

0*94 

1959-63 

59 

440-46 

7-46 

108-99 

1-85 

18 

21-60 

1-20 

1960-64 

59 

416-72 

7-06 

107-48 

1-82 

30 

35-88 

1-19 

1961-65 

58 

367-97 

6-34 

103-24 

1-78 

41 

53-04 

1-29 

1962-66 

58 

357-99 

6-17 

108-06 

1-86 

53 

78-55 

1-48 

109  Braemar  Rd. 

1957-61 

50 

357.06 

7.14 

90.15 

1.80 

44 

71.41 

1.62 

(Residential) 

1958-62 

57 

376.68 

6.61 

97.80 

1.71 

56 

8 3.32 

1.49 

1959-63 

57 

367-16 

6-44 

96-38 

1-69 

57 

76-73 

1*35 

1960-64 

54 

369-70 

6-85 

93-05 

1-72 

54 

73-54 

1*36 

1961-65 

52 

352-93 

6-79 

89-53 

1-72 

52 

70-08 

1*35 

1962-66 

53 

355-27 

6-70 

98-19 

1-85 

53 

72*35 

1-37 

Bede  Hall 

Campus  School 
(Residential) 

1965-66 

22 

134-57 

6-12 

50-09 

2-28 

22 

27*28 

1-24 

41 


WIND  RECORD  — S.W.  WIND 


Year 

No.  of 
months 

Total 

percentage 

Monthly 

percentage 

1954 

12 

459.7 

38.31 

1955 

12 

273.2 

22.76 

1956 

12 

270.2 

22.50 

1957 

12 

244.4 

20.36 

1958 

12 

275.9 

22.99 

1959 

12 

314.2 

26.18 

1960 

12 

306.7 

25.55 

1961 

12 

432.1 

36.00 

1962 

12 

340.2 

28.35 

1963 

12 

289.0 

24.08 

1964 

12 

436.7 

36.47 

1965 

12 

438.6 

36.55 

1966 

12 

380.7 

31.72 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  INSTRUMENTS 
Statement  of  the  Totals  and  Monthly  Averages,  1954-66 


Site  of 

Instrument 

No.  of 
months 

Year 

Expressed  as  mgms.  of  SOs 
per  100  sq.  cms.  per  day 

Total  1 Average 

INDUSTRIAL 

Council  Offices 

12 

1954 

123-27 

10-27 

Haverton  Hill 

. 12 

1955 

131-20 

10-93 

12 

1956 

142-17 

11-847 

12 

1957 

153-08 

12-75 

12 

1958 

137-85 

11-487 

12 

1959 

141-26 

11-77 

12 

1960 

136-05 

11-34 

11 

1961 

135-89 

12-35 

9 

1962 

82-49 

9-94 

11 

1963 

107-82 

9-80 

11 

1964 

133.43 

12-13 

SEMI-INDUSTRIAL 

35  Tibbersley  Avenue 

6 

1955 

7-79 

1-29 

12 

1956 

20-275 

1-689 

12 

1957 

19-657 

1-638 

12 

1958 

19-22 

1-60 

12 

1959 

17-93 

1-49 

12 

1960 

14-90 

1-24 

12 

1961 

14-37 

1-20 

12 

1962 

16-73 

1-39 

12 

1963 

18.17 

1.51 

11 

1964 

14-79 

1.34 

12 

1965 

13-88 

1.16 

12 

1966 

15-29 

1.27 
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RESIDENTIAL 

94  Beamish  Road 

10 

1954 

12-179 

1-217 

12 

1955 

14-307 

1-192 

12 

1956 

15-61 

1-30 

12 

1957 

14-84 

1-23 

12 

1958 

17-90 

1-49 

12 

1959 

16-59 

1-38 

12 

1960 

14-59 

1-22 

12 

1961 

15-04 

1-25 

12 

1962 

14.16 

1.18 

12 

1963 

11-37 

0-95 

12 

1964 

17-84 

1-49 

12 

1965 

15.98 

1.66 

12 

1966 

15-46 

1.29 

51  Grosvenor  Road 

12 

1954 

10-261 

0.855 

12 

1955 

11-596 

0-966 

12 

1956 

10-857 

0-905 

12 

1957 

11-93 

0-99 

12 

1958 

12-37 

1-03 

12 

1959 

12-02 

1-00 

12 

1960 

12-07 

1-01 

10 

1961 

6-5 

0-65 

12 

1962 

8.91 

0.74 

12 

1963 

10-32 

0-86 

11 

1964 

9.97 

0-91 

12 

1965 

9.43 

0.79 

12 

1966 

9.79 

0.82 

The  Hostel,  Melrose  Aven’e 

4 

1954 

6.78 

1.69 

12 

1955 

18-965 

1-580 

12 

1956 

21-77 

1-814 

12 

1957 

20-56 

1-71 

12 

1958 

19-94 

1-66 

12 

1959 

18-14 

1-51 

12 

1960 

14-54 

1-21 

12 

1961 

16-20 

1-35 

12 

1962 

15.28 

1.27 

12 

1963 

16-03 

1-34 

11 

1964 

15-71 

1-43 

11 

1965 

12.52 

1.14 

11 

1966 

10.35 

0.94 

109  Braemar  Road 

5 

1957 

8-43 

1-686 

12 

1958 

17-79 

1-48 

12 

1959 

16-28 

1-36 

12 

1960 

12-99 

1-08 

11 

1961 

12-40 

1-13 

12 

1962 

14.22 

1-185 

12 

1963 

12  70 

1.06 

12 

1964 

13-00 

1.08 

12 

1965 

9.75 

0.81 

12 

1966 

10.47 

0.87 
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LEAD  PEROXIDE  INSTRUMENTS 
MONTHLY  RECORDINGS,  1966 


35  TIBBERSLEY  AVENUE— 

94  BEAMISH  ROAD  — Resid. 

Semi-Ind. 

Month 

Mgms./Day 

Month 

Mgms./Day 

January  . . 

2-30 

January 

2-38 

February . , 

2-02 

February 

1-93 

March 

103 

March 

1-25 

April 

2-82 

April 

1-33 

May 

0-83 

May 

1-72 

June 

0-67 

June 

0-95 

July 

0-39 

July 

0-46 

August  . . 

0-83 

August 

0-76 

September 

0-64 

September 

0-84 

October  . . 

108 

October 

1-89 

November 

1-20 

November 

1-48 

December 

1*48 

December 

0-47 

12 

15-29 

12 

15-46 

Av.  1*27 

Av.  1-29 

51  GROSVENOR 

ROAD 

THE  HOSTEL,  MELROSE  AVE. 

Resid. 

Resid. 

Month 

Mgms./Day 

Month 

Mgms./Day 

January  . . 

1.73 

January 

1-94 

February . . 

1.16 

February 

1-41 

March 

0-70 

March 

0-76 

April 

0-84 

April 

0-94 

May 

0-59 

May 

0-81 

June 

0-95 

June 

— ■ 

July 

0-24 

July 

0-33 

August  . . 

0-42 

August 

0-60 

September 

0-40 

September 

0-51 

October  . . 

0-81 

October . . 

0-60 

November 

0-90 

November 

1-22 

December 

1-05 

December 

1-23 

12 

9-79 

11 

10-35 

Av.  0-82 

Av.  0-94 

109  BRAEMAR  ROAD  — 
Resid. 


Month 

Mgms./Day 

January  . . 

1-67 

February . . 

1-24 

March  . . 

0-71 

April 

1-83 

May 

0.59 

June 

0-45 

July 

0-20 

August  . . 

0-28 

September 

0-37 

October  . . 

0-83 

November 

1-06 

December 

1-24 

12 

10-47 

Av.  0-87 
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VOLUMETRIC  SO^  RECORDERS  AND  COMBINED 
SMOKE  FILTERS 


MONTHLY  AVERAGES,  1966 


Month 

Smoke  Concentrations  in 
Microgrammes  per  Cubic 
Metre  of  Air 

SO2  in  Microgrammes  per 
Cubic  Metre  of  Air 

Campus 

School 

Billingham  N. 
School 

Campus 

School 

Billingham  N. 
School 

January 

142 

271 

79 

108 

February 

45 

132 

96 

109 

March 

23 

103 

87 

93 

April 

41 

75 

50 

79 

May 

16 

53 

62 

64 

June 

17 

40 

57 

72 

July 

18 

29 

68 

76 

August 

20 

33 

63 

88 

September 

27 

61 

78 

71 

October 

60 

94 

57 

55 

November 

82 

95 

100 

128 

December 

53 

113 

85 

102 

NOISE 

A complaint  regarding  the  noise  of  loading  of  bricks 
at  6-30  a.m.  was  investigated,  and  it  was  found  that  a 
system  of  load,  deliver,  load,  deliver,  etc.  was  used.  It 
was  suggested  to  the  firm  that,  by  loading  at  the  end  of 
the  working  day,  the  first  delivery  journey  could  com- 
mence at  6-30  a.m.  and  the  noise  of  loading  would  not 
start  until  approximately  8 a.m.,  thereby  reducing  dis- 
turbance to  residents  of  nearby  houses,  and  this  was 
implemented.  Another  complaint  was  in  connection  with 
the  noise  from  a refrigerator  motor  and  fan,  and  the 
firm  concerned  agreed  to  construct  sound  baffles  on  the 
outside  of  their  building.  For  several  days  in  October 
there  was  undue  noise  from  the  commissioning  of  a 
new  industrial  plant,  and  following  approached  to  the 
firm  in  this  case  the  plant  was  closed  and  a very  large 
silencer  fitted  before  operations  were  re-commenced. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Routine  enquiries  relating  to  cases  of  notified  in- 
fectious disease  were  carried  out  where  necessary  but 
were  reduced  in  number  compared  with  previous  years. 
Food  poisoning  investigations  were  limited  to  the  odd 
isolated  cases,  including  one  incident  when,  because  of 
the  number  of  children  absent  from  a particular  school, 
a check  was  made  but  fortunately  revealed  no  cause  for 
alarm.  Precautionary  samples  of  water  were  taken  and 
disinfectant  made  available  when,  in  December,  there 
was  extensive  damage  to  a water  main  and  a sewer  at 
Port  Clarence  Road,  Haverton  Hill,  again  with  satis- 
factory results. 
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VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

There  were  fewer  complaints  of  clover  mites  than 
in  the  two  previous  years,  and  the  insect  pests  about 
which  most  complaints  were  received  were  cockroaches, 
though  disinfestation  was  carried  out  against  a wide 
variety  of  insects,  including  such  things  as  silverfish, 
earwigs,  wasps  and  ants,  and  the  total  problem  with  all 
of  these  taken  into  account  was  not  extensive. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Rodent  control  work  is  carried  out  by  a Rodent 
Officer  who  is  employed  jointly  with  Stockton  Rural 
District  Council.  This  arrangement  has  continued  now 
since  1951,  and  with  the  growth  of  the  area  since  then 
it  is  obvious  that  there  could  be  some  risk  of  reduced 
efficiency  unless  the  allocation  of  time  could  be  adjusted. 
However,  a solution  was  found  by  providing  a travelling 
allowance,  and  as  the  officer  at  present  employed  was 
able  to  use  his  car  in  connection  with  his  duties  this 
has  assisted  in  assuring  a good  service  to  the  public. 
There  were  no  major  infestations  during  the  year  but 
the  number  of  minor  infestations  of  both  rats  and  mice 
were  higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  Details  are  given 
in  the  following  table,  with  the  figures  for  1965  shown 
for  comparison:  — 


Premises  Visited  

1965 

240 

1966 

264 

Inspections  made  

314 

290 

Treatment  visits  

615 

759 

Premises  treated  

213 

259 

Major  infestations  found  (rats) 

1 

— 

Minor  infestations  found  (rats) 

178 

201  - 

Major  infestations  found  (mice)  ... 

— 

— 

Minor  infestations  found  (mice)  ... 

34 

58 

Sewer  treatments  

2 

2 

Manholes  prebaited 

370 

320 

Manhole  poison  takes  

26 

98 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 


Four  new  Certificates  of  Registration  were  issued 
during  the  year,  making  8 on  the  register  altogether. 
Some  concern  was  expressed  regarding  the  number  of 
scrap  metal  dealers,  using  premises  in  the  Haverton  Hill 
area,  and  while  registration  under  this  Act  is  as  of  right, 
the  attention  of  the  Development  Committee  was  drawn 
to  the  need  to  exercise  control  over  the  planning  aspect. 

RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1964 

A Riding  School  was  established  in  the  area  during 
the  year  and,  following  the  report  of  a Veterinary  Sur- 
geon, a licence  was  issued. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  factories 
registered  in  accordance  with  the  above  Act,  and  in- 
spections made:  — 

Part  1 of  the  Act 

1 — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to 
health  (including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occup’s 

Prose- 

cuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

65 

14 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec. 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

15 

7 

TOTAL 

80 

21 

Nil 

Nil 

2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

Referred 

prosecutions 

Found 

Rem- 

To H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

edied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Sanitary  Conveni- 
ences (s.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

sexes 

Total : 

4 

4 

- 

2 

- 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act.  Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134). 


Nature  of 
Work 

(1) 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in  Aug. 
list  req- 
uired by 
Sec.  133 
(1)  (c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
Prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
Lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

f5) 

Notices 

Served 

(6) 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(7) 

Wearing 

apparel  — 

Making,  etc. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  ON 
REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1966/67 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I wish  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Collec- 
tion and  disposal  of  household  and  trade  refuse. 

The  main  change  which  is  progressively  affecting 
the  handling  of  refuse  is  that  of  increased  bulk,  and 
this  seems  to  be  particularly  noticeable  in  the  past  year. 
Not  only  are  the  domestic  bins  and  sacks  more  and  more 
full  due  to  greater  use  of  packaging  materials  and  the 
effects  of  smoke  control,  but  the  growth  of  the  Town 
Centre  with  its  bigger  supermarkets  necessitates  more 
frequent  attention  in  this  area  and  the  demand  for  the 
collection  of  old  furniture,  mattresses,  garden  refuse  and 
everything  else  including  the  kitchen  sink  grows  year 
by  year. 

These  problems  present  a challenge,  but  refuse  col- 
lection is  an  important  public  service,  and  the  accent 
must  be  on  the  word  “service”.  It  is  far  better  to  have 
these  increased  demands  than  for  people  to  dispose  of 
rubbish  by  tipping  it  in  hedge-backs  and  on  open  spaces, 
and  even  though  publicity  has  been  given  to  the  free 
collection  facilities  which  are  available,  unauthorised 
dumping  of  refuse  still  takes  place.  The  motto  “Keep 
Britain  Tidy”  is  a little  bit  remote,  but  to  “Keep  Billing- 
ham  Tidy”  should  be  an  easy  target  if  the  best  use  is 
made  of  the  services  offered.  I know  that  the  members 
of  the  Council  are  anxious  to  achieve  this  aim,  and  I 
am  particularly  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  and  Baths  Committee  for  their  support. 

This  was  Mr.  L.  Grainger’s  first  year  as  Foreman, 
and  he  has  carried  out  his  duties  effectively  and  con- 
scientiously. I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  him 
and  to  all  the  men  who  have  been  employed  in  the 
Department  and  maintained  the  service  in  all  weather 
conditions. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  LOVE, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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MANUAL  LABOUR 

The  number  of  men  employed  and  the  nature  of 


their  duties  is  given  below: — 

Foreman  1 

Mechanic 1 

Refuse  Collection 23 

Refuse  Disposal 1 

Drivers  4 


30 

There  was  reasonable  continuity  of  the  main 
nucleus  of  the  staff,  with  22  of  the  posts  filled  by  the 
same  personnel  throughout  the  year  and  another  3 who 
left  and  returned  after  a short  period.  Of  the  remaining 
5 positions,  4 of  the  new  staff  who  were  occupying  the 
posts  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year  had  been  employ- 
ed by  then  for  over  3 months.  Another  23  men  were  on 
the  staff  for  varying  periods  of  time,  but  16  of  these 
were  only  employed  for  a few  weeks  each,  either  because 
of  beijng  required  temporarily  to  cover  holidays  and 
sickness  or  due  to  unsuitability.  There  was  a reduction 
in  absences  due  to  sickness  compared  with  the  previous 
year  but  unpaid  absence  figures  were  higher.  Details 
are  as  follows,  with  the  previous  year’s  figures  given  in 
brackets  for  comparison:  — 


Sick  Pay 

Absence 

Days 

Amount 

Days 

£ s.  d. 

597i 

712  10  I 

135 

(887i) 

(1066  7 7) 

(95i) 

Wages  amount  to  64.33%  of  the  gross  cost  of  the 
service. 

VEHICLES 

A new  50  cu.  yd.  Shelvoke  & Drewry  Pakamatic 
collection  vehicle  was  delivered  in  July  1966  and  since 
then  the  four  collection  rounds  have  been  served  by  this 
vehicle  and  three  Shelvoke  & Drewry  16/18  cu.  yd.  fore 
and  aft  tippers,  with  power  presses,  with  a further  fore 
and  aft  machine  in  reserve  to  allow  for  repairs  and 
maintenance.  The  increased  capacity  of  this  new  mach- 
ine resulted  in  our  records  indicating  that  an  increased 
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weight  of  refuse  was  collected  in  total  but  with  a re- 
duced number  of  loads,  reduced  mileage  and  reduced 
fuel  consumption.  The  weights,  unfortunately,  are  based 
on  estimated  weights  per  load,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
claimed  to  be  wholly  accurate  but  the  general  principle 
is  a true  reflection  on  the  effect  of  the  change.  The  build- 
ing programme  of  Council  houses  and  private  develop- 
ment proposed  for  1967/68  is  an  extensive  one,  and  with 
further  growth  of  the  Town  Centre  shopping  precincts, 
where  bulk  of  refuse  is  the  important  factor,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  operate  a five-round  system,  and  another 
50  cu.  yd.  Pakamatic  vehicle  was  placed  on  order  for 
delivery  as  early  as  possible. 

Statistics  indicating  reliability,  running  costs  and 
work  done  are  given  in  the  following  tables.  As  has  been 
stated,  weights  per  load  are  estimated. 

RELIABILITY 


Vehicle 

Possible  No. 
of  Hours 

No.  of  Hours 
lost  for  Repairs 

Percentage  of 
Hours  Worked 

No.  1 (3  mths.) 

202 

31 

84.7 

RPT.  854 

(1203) 

(247) 

(79.5) 

No.  2 

1429.5 

234 

83.6 

218  GPT 

(2217.5) 

(230.5) 

(89.6) 

No.  3 

2292.5 

158.25 

93.1 

7039  PT. 

(2176.5) 

(179) 

(91.1) 

No.  4 

2219 

146.5 

93.4 

1298  UP 

(2313.5) 

(221.5) 

(90.4) 

No.  5 

2396.5 

56 

97.7 

AUP  88B 

(2327.5) 

(77) 

(96.7) 

No.  6 (9  mths.) 

1625.5 

45.5 

97.2 

PPT.  126  D. 

— 

— 

— 

6 cwt.  Morris 

1895 

29.5 

98.4 

Van  GUP  8 IOC 

(1925.5) 

(22.5) 

(98.8) 

Angledozer 

883.25 

(619) 

459.75 

(218) 

47.9 

(64.8) 

“Europa” 

1948.25 

472.75 

75.7 

Shovel 

(1740.5) 

(493) 

(71.7) 
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RUNNING  COSTS 


u 

60 

T3 

o O 

oS 

oo 

o 

- 

OO 

^ o 

.oo 

CO 

Oo 

oo 

OO 

° 1 

1 1 

1 1 

o o 

<S  Cn| 

CS 

(N<N 

On 

CO  fcj 

^ ir> 

mg 

m ^ 

m 

-- 

w.ts 

s e« 

^ »n 

oP 

ovo 

O 

o S' 

CO  ^ 

S Cb 

Ii2 

s. 

9 

1 

t--  r-- 

VO 

®v  ^ 

oo 

1 

m 

ON  00 

c^cn 

'Sts 

s§ 

. 00  O 
«+<  o oo 

rt  VO 

420 

(459 

— < m 
oo 

m m 

861 

2v  ts 

745 

(609 

CO  ^ 

CS 

v-*' 

T3 

-4 ® 

o^ 

mS\ 

o «o 

oo 

OS' 

"I- 5^ 

c0« 

•7:6 

. <N  fn 

CO 

mvo 

m rn 

f-oo 

" 1 

00  ON 

ON^ 

P 

^ lo  r4 

<NfS 

VO 

oo  VO 
m 

m rf 
'O  m 

rf 

r-o 

Pi 

<^s 

'^S 

w 

ts 

<N 

<s 

•o 

S 

. rs  oo 

1-H  ^ 

m m 

O 

T— < 1-H 

S' 

ra  cA 

•o 

8 i 

. »n 

^vo 

VO  VO 

m oo 

^ I 

VO  1 

VO  r- 

ii 

y—i  H 

1-H 

^ 1 

1 

fO  m 

(N  fs, 

Tl- 

VO  t-' 

VO 

9) 

9 

o 

*^00 

a 

o ^ 

m w 

VO 

<N 

f'l 

i-i 

.ooP 

•o 

, 

Zh 

oS 

m y-> 

o ^ 

c/) 

Im  ^ 

.<S  ov 

Ov  fT) 

o ^ 

O oo 

o , 

Tl-Tl 

-H  m 

4 

18 

U1 

1 

n ^ 

O VO 

r~ 

ov 

00  O 

00 

s 

Q ^ 

«+i  Ttri 

00 

es  00 

00 

NO 

f<i  VO 

VO  C» 

ov  . 

»0  00 

o ^ 

^5S 

(N  ON 

m 

r^ 

VO  m 

<^CJ/ 

to 

Ovp 

m O 

if^ 

VO 

VO 

<N  ^ 

w 

U 

.^o 

I>2 

00  oo 

O VO 

r4  1 

m rj- 

^Ov 

Ov^ 

C«  Ii 

1 

H 

2 

VO 

rt  O 

m 

VO 

m 

r- 

^ o 

ooS 

00  VO 

00 

m ts 

z"i 

Tj-CCl 

W 

H 

«N  S 
fsCl' 

o ov 
<NO 

^vo 

-vt 

«-s 

tV)  ^ 

>.  . 

W CO 

I’S 

00 

00 

00 

oo 

o 

1 

1 

C^ 

p<  . 

m 

1 

1 

o 

etf  s 

y~< 

y~^ 

U o 

VO 

73 

3 

^.§ 

m 

. S 

(1962 

\0 

ON 

'w' 

VO  6 
. ON 

> 

O 

j: 

ci  VO 

1 

> /-S 

m 

caVO 

O ov 

O ON 

m 

d 

o CTV 

•rON 

> 

zc 

d 

7:<b- 

VO 

ON 

’3)0 

< 

O^ 

U v-^ 

1= 

s 

52 


NUMBER  AND  WEIGHT  OF  LOADS  REMOVED, 
MILES  PER  LOAD  AND  FUEL  CONSUMPTION 


Vehicle 

No.  of 
Loads 

Weight 

per 

Load 

Total 

Weight 

Mileage 

Fuel 

Miles 

per 

Gallon 

Miles 

per 

Load 

T. 

C. 

TONS 

GALLS 

No.  1 

57 

4 

0 

228 

748 

102 

7*3 

131 

(3  mths) 

(297) 

(1188) 

(3933) 

(581) 

(6-8) 

(13-2) 

No.  2 

447 

3 

0 

1341 

6220 

1165 

5-2 

13*9 

(669) 

(2097) 

(9603) 

(1998) 

(4-3) 

(13-7) 

No.  3 

745 

3 

0 

2235 

9336 

2124 

4-4 

12-5 

(724) 

(2172) 

(8992) 

(2109) 

(4-3) 

(12-4) 

No.  4 

788 

3 

0 

2364 

9843 

2177 

4-5 

12-5 

(890) 

(2670) 

(10467) 

(2257) 

(4.6) 

(11*8) 

No.  5 

914 

3 

0 

2742 

9468 

2114 

4.5 

10.4 

(836) 

(2508) 

(9618) 

(2158) 

(4-5) 

(11.5) 

No.  6 

(425) 

6 

0 

2550 

5800 

1025 

5.6 

13.6 

3376 

11460 

41415 

8707 

(3446) 

(10635) 

(42613) 

(9103) 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  is  based  on  a 
once  per  week  service,  and  the  aim  is  to  go,  so  far  as  is 
possible,  on  the  same  day  each  week.  This  is  the  target, 
and  when  things  go  smoothly  this  is  what  is  achieved, 
although  unexpected  shortages  of  men  on  occasions, 
vehicle  breakdowns,  etc.,  can  upset  the  routine  so  easily 
that  there  are  inevitable  exceptions  to  prove  the  general 
rule.  However,  I think  it  can  fairly  be  claimed  that  the 
service  has  been  reasonably  good,  and  it  has  been  en- 
couraging to  hear  comments  from  time  to  time  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  outside  which  indicate  that  it  is 
appreciated.  Certainly  the  men  who  do  the  actual  col- 
lection work  give  good  value  for  money,  and  the  en- 
thusiasm they  have  shown  on  many  occasions  for  com- 
pleting the  task,  rather  than  merely  completing  their 
allotted  hours  of  work,  has  been  impressive. 

Shops,  with  their  extra  bulk  of  material  to  be  col- 
lected, are  a different  problem,  and  some  of  these  have 
to  be  visited  several  times  each  week.  For  a few  months, 
as  an  experiment,  a collection  was  made  on  Sunday 
mornings  in  the  Town  Centre,  to  allow  for  the  fact  that 
Saturday  is  the  busiest  shopping  day,  but  a re-organisa- 
tion of  the  collection  rounds  was  carried  out  and  the 
Sunday  collections  have  been  discontinued,  with  the 
view  that  overtime  is  restricted  unless  it  is  found  to  be 
really  essential.  One  aspect  of  overtime  which  has  been 
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continued  is  the  collection  at  the  end  of  the  week’s  work 
of  excess  items  not  normally  picked  up  with  the  normal 
collection,  and,  in  an  attempt  to  keep  the  public  in- 
formed that  they  do  not  have  to,  and  should  not,  dump 
unwanted  articles  surreptitiously,  posters  and  leaflets 
were  printed  to  advertise  the  service. 

The  paper  sack  collections,  which  started  as  a pilot 
scheme,  have  by  now  progressed  much  beyond  that 
stage  and  approximately  1,000  sacks  per  week  are  in 
use  by  now,  with  further  extension  of  the  system  due 
in  the  coming  year.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  speed  of 
collection  is  increased,  the  method  is  more  hygienic  and 
there  is  a reduction  in  noise,  but  it  is  probable  that 
bigger  sacks  will  be  required  before  long  with  the  in- 
creased bulk  of  refuse  and  the  tendency  for  many  house- 
holders to  have  a box  or  other  container  to  remove  in 
addition  to  the  sack.  Extensive  use  of  sacks  was  made 
at  the  Christmas  and  New  Year  period,  when  holidays 
meant  that  three  days  work  were  lost  in  a fortnight  at 
a time  when  everybody  was  putting  out  extra  wrappings 
and  other  refuse  from  the  festive  season,  and  approxi- 
mately 5,000  sacks  were  issued  with  over-printing  to 
indicate  that  bin  and  sack  would  be  collected  together 
after  the  holidays  were  over.  By  this  means  the  service 
was  brought  back  to  normal  much  more  speedily  than 
would  otherwise  have  been  the  case.  Sacks  were  issued 
also  in  the  Port  Clarence  area  when  the  main  road  was 
damaged  by  a burst  water  main  and  sewer  and  access 
was  impossible  except  by  a long  detour,  and  the  extra 
storage  capacity  provided  at  short  notice  by  this  means 
prevented  the  residents  of  the  area  being  further  in- 
convenienced. 

With  the  baling  equipment  sited  at  a former  tip 
and  the  cost  of  its  transfer  being  excessive,  no  separate 
salvage  collection  was  operated.  With  the  speedier  col- 
lection possible  when  sorting  is  not  required,  the  theor- 
etical loss  of  income  is  probably  not  a real  issue. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Controlled  tipping  continued  at  Wynyard  in  a dis- 
used quarry  by  agreement  with  Stockton  Rural  District 
Council,  who  also  tip  a certain  amount  of  their  refuse  at 
the  same  site.  The  tipping  space  is  used  up  at  a very 
rapid  rate,  and  negotiations  were  opened  to  obtain 
future  tipping  rights  in  another  disused  quarry  at 
Thorpe  Thewles.  Further  discussions  took  place  between 
technical  officers  of  local  authorities  in  the  Teesside 
area  for  the  purpose  of  advising  on  the  future  policy 
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for  refuse  disposal  in  the  region,  and  a report  was  sub- 
mitted to  a meeting  of  elected  representatives  and 
officers  who  made  firm  recommendations  that  incinera- 
tion should  be  considered  as  most  appropriate  for  the 
future,  though  other  means  of  contraction  of  bulk  refuse 
may  be  necessary.  Planning  officers  were  consulted,  and 
it  was  also  recommended  that  refuse  analysis  should 
be  carried  out  in  preparation  for  the  formulation  of 
final  conclusions. 


NUMBER  AND  TYPES  OF  RECEPTACLES 

Dust  Bins  12,822 

Privies  1 

Ashpits  4 


COST 

Appendix  1 is  in  the  form  of  the  Public  Cleansing 
Costing  Return  previously  required  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government.  This  return  has  not 
been  called  for  this  year,  put  the  figures  are  given  in 
the  usual  way  for  comparison.  The  net  cost  of  the  ser- 
vice rose  by  approximately  £3,000  from  the  previous 
year  and  this  was  mainly  on  the  collection  side,  which 
is  the  part  of  the  service  where  labour  costs  have  the 
greatest  effect,  in  fact  practically  all  the  increase  was 
in  respect  of  labour.  The  period  of  wage  freeze  was,  of 
course,  effective  during  the  year,  but  the  factor  which 
probably  affected  labour  costs  most  was  that  the  40  hour 
week  which  was  introduced  in  January  1966  had  its  im- 
pact for  the  first  complete  year.  It  is  always  claimed 
in  theory  that  reductions  in  working  weeks  should  be 
offset  by  greater  efficiency  etc.,  but  nevertheless  if  men 
are  already  giving  a fair  day’s  work  it  is  apparent  that 
they  can  not  be  expected  to  increase  their  hourly  output 
on  this  type  of  work.  Another  small  point  in  annual 
costing  which  had  a minor  effect  is  that,  from  a financial 
book-keeping  point  of  view,  once  every  few  years  there 
is  a 53-week  year  to  absorb  the  extra  day,  and  1966-67 
was  such  a year.  In  the  case  of  the  figures  given  in 
Appendix  1 this  accounts  for  something  like  £500  of 
the  increase.  Vehicle  running  costs,  as  shown  on  a separ- 
ate table,  have  remained  fairly  steady,  again  with  the 
increases  mainly  on  the  wages  column,  except  for  the 
high  cQSt  of  repairs  and  maintenance  on  the  mechanical 
equipment  on  the  tip.  Disposal  costs,  however,  have  not 
increased  unduly,  and  in  fact  the  cost  per  ton  even  re- 
duced slightly.  Trade  refuse  income  increased  by  £72 
from  the  previous  year. 
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APPENDIX  I— PUBLIC  CLEANSING  COSTING  RETURN 
For  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1967 
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Salvage.  Analysis  of  income  and  tonnage:  Income  Tonnage 

(included  in  Collected 
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